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3fed BT BT SIfABR BT |

10. BT AN R aaEEfRe Rrm— o= @ e & fay R
B B foIU, NEP 2020 ATAATRIG RIeTT 3iR dIvTel AP & A8 &l
AR AT T | I8 BT BT AMATID HIA UK B H T B
& forg Frafid Telt Riem # ufRear ok sRi—vaed Rueor afafaferi
®I A B BT GG <l 2 |

11. B @ WeraT @ oy R werar— war a8 gHled &
DI AP ANIAT & FJAR BIEGRT el | BRI Ioa e G
®I afcrTRITell Bl & FHT 9 @ oIy BTEghl ueM A @ forg
AIcaTsd el |
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Ppfctol FagdT UfHAT BT 15 T H TRUEE D F TH B
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o SITUT @R ARIHT BT @I W&TH ®l ST |
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@I T A AT 2| STiRrmre et Bl | dfed € a1 S
R GAlRTT UG T8l &1 S &1 2 Sl Jde a1 39del w9 S
o BT Y9IfaT IRAT | 39D AMIRD, ™ Dal IR el &
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AR YAl AT AP GeTeTel, Fvpd, Icdrad, T4, Fferiiel
IR wg g @ A & fou deanfRa aRar 2
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AT vipRed & 9Re fowgs e

<. qUH HAR IHAT*
YRAY SATGHIA H B MeATAD Yl $ WU H Tl gz o
3llfbd BRI B, I8 RIYH AN, TURN, SRNeId], WRIUBR Tl
freqerg @ uforfd & wu § FI—aR | ufosifia 2 1 39 e R
S HBIgoUl F WURAT I W BIABR Alb—heIol & oY (U1 Aol
Sieq |ieTeR fhar € I8 & - &1 I8 3¢ fava™ © 6
AFg—siiae afe uiRaRe—aTRicdl @1 gfd dem sme—Sexyfd A & fofu
g 2 T4 A1 39 BRI | UY P W Feo—UgRT BNl © | 3KIYd A Sildd
& Falp &g AT Ifar TR B 7 T 7, e witq 2g
Ifeds a9, IR 9 WiwRe o™, sl # aftfa fase qen fafs
amardf & gRT UfTSTiud TR &1 TRl B S 7 |

STAMT & difged e der anfdfd ggedr & d—der dfdd
] &1 aRuTes |1 & forg Aied—quot 121 811 © 1 AfXdanT & HoR
TR W 59D Ui BRY 8, e §) o1 Feol—vgR T8l 81l | 37gd
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AR D1 AR T TSN BT AT & 8 | URIOG—{a\el & YR IR 89 &8
Fhd T b IRAT RA—FAT 4RF & ey [l ff dem &1 =5
AT 8, Ueb AT 49fh & U< 81 UR {9 B U 81 TAT VAT A1 &
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ﬁgﬁ:ﬁmmwﬁm@ﬁl
TAISSEAR] WA Aifer ergsafy | |
AR R gReare! |
FAl T DI AREISTAISIBIR | |2
FEP AT T ARG REIAT |
gith ST TQT TR AFAREIDISH] |
A I8 © & WRh ® WEE @ deeMT AFT & Sl O IR $a
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* TErETE (Xpd ), YA RS B, IR Q1) |
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ST 7 9fh @ 918D d<d B WU W JEBR, IR, B, DI, A,
A, T |ae, uravs fe &1 WaR fHar 2 | W eRed & ufa awguifaeT
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T® I 1 AT Fh Dl 2 |
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IERH I B ®, STd 98 IRure Refd # IemfcaesT JH—<« a1 JH—9ie
@ WEY DI AT BN |
Hfth AR |-
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A Soord o € | 9w aRed # oM gifas & forg ke e
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IR Td 90T

Sfo guIT FARNT™
aRe —

Ao 8RR 3fF% Siiad &1 T AR 37 8 f59s g1 IRIR,
A= AR ARG, Fipidd B I Q1 fhar Sar € INR & &
W%Wwwlaﬁalqwqﬂl%ﬁ‘cﬁﬁlﬁ'\’ﬁmw USTd HR dTel 4oy
yaTef HIaiEIgRe, T AAT UICH © | S99 W@Red & fofg diftesds ud Hferd
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ad URGTROT 7, SO TAT e T MMl & | INR Bl Holl USH HRA
&1 B f=feRad dificd dad axa B |

1) BIETBIESE (Carbohydrate) — BIETEESC &8 W qoIl %|cb<| ST TaTert
A U BT & | IS ON— g, F1ae, SaR, IR &6 W USH &Rd @
TAT BT, DIV, AFHR, T[S AT ¥ES 4§ U B 2 | FoTHH 4 dary
Sl U Bl & |

2) WA (Protein) — o9 INR BT YA U A HERIYSS U< &1 Bl 8
AT WIS Sooft UG IR BT BT G T & | /i, TS, G, 70T T
TTol, Werdl Td AR | UIdH B1d & |

e e Refa § o <9 &1 &1 axal B |
(i) 519 IRR § YIS DI AT SMaeadhal | Afrd & |
(i) 919 IRR H HralEgse B HH M|
(iii) ST YIS 1 ®Ifc &1 81| T ™ UICH TR 4 DRl SHoll ya™
A 2|

3) 99T (Fats) — 9T 4 & 3MfSd A1 H ol e €1 Udb I8 997 9
DART Fpoll B

4) Tgelt B T BRA— S wrer # awgelt w1 T gar ' 2

* gfefat |
44



MR Td YIgor
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Bl B Sdf = ®Ife &1 Uide 84 a1, Wil dor JdE ¥ e
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TIRY HFT BT IHIT (A 2 | U Ry fdd &1 7U=1 T 319 Faiior
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QT AT 2 |
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qret faff=1 oMt @& dr9 3resT Ao 997 I8 IR < WY R A |

JMER HT e Td gRTT —
A= a8 gerf R IR BT Ge—a90r gidr 2| Pis o v
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31, B 3R HieT Ul bed H R €, IRy WD ATERRIT qI B
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IEIRY AfdT T 3MYAT BTV BR HhdT & - 70 URAR BT, 7 3
THTST BT ST PR Fhdl 8 3R T 29 31 | 79 397 & Ffdad amaer iR
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gy Y ) Reafaar & —

(1) UNOT (Good Nutrition) :— YT &7 Aderd BIaT © o @fad & ARIRS
Td AMRS ®Y ¥ Hfold 2 dUT I BRI AT IHD! SH D AR
B | ST9 W1 §RT A8 &1 AU SMITIHAFAR T4 UINdh dead Sfaa A
# fea € 1S9 Reifar &1 guwer srerar Saw Refa & Refy @ 2
ITH UIftd afdd = f=feRad @eor g —

1) & a7 gt arelt fat
2) T HT AR, FMHR TAT JIFATT AHRT BT 2 |
3) Afad & aTel fad-, THDBI TAT @RI B & |

4) fdd B AR TAHDI, MG qAT Wk BT & |
)

)

5) I Fad YA qAT ol 2rdl & |
6) Afdd fhdl W1 BRI BT ThRIId TAT IS Yddb DRl o |
7) fdd § qatd AT H T YRS eHdT IR Sl # |

(2) UMWY (Malnutrition) :— FHAYT &1 AU & AR GO Jaq
BT | 99 I BT IHS TRING MaegHarsll & AR Sudad AT #
! difteds @ UTd T8l 81 © ol JMaedddl | &H AET H e 2|

FawoT B A Rerfedt 8 —

oAt WYY — Ui Twor # Wiog d@ AT Ul O @) gfie ¥ eRR
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1) IR BT 9R HH 8T

2) IRR ¥ G B HH BT

3) A Y G Ud RIGR B S

)
)
) SEdYd® AaB B ST
)
)

N

5) TId ST AT BT SIET TAT Sl BT AT 81 ST |
6) YaIEl TAT UTHOT BT 31T IRT & ST |

9Rd H B3 WM R Py A& F I8 91 gon b (e Srden
P 9o § U, Wfot ot gorr faerfq & T8 dfed S9 Sdred Ay
gerelf & ¥ B grRi S 2 |
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Rydh 317 ST bl GIET < @ 1oy, S7eh! 371l % gt silapt @ o7y 81 I8 al
Gb] RIePIR-TTE &, U188 &l o avg FIlSal et B Sl & 31k T
8T BN Blg ST8Y 8] Aol Tabdl, et bt IforeT el & df 99 I8
A1, IR S, 3719 571 T&T 0 §Y & 59 5 & 14 feba! GRgH ersibal Bl
I8l GIaTs g ol Urdrel deb 1 81l & ydr T8l @et”
deey 81 & arefera = ot AT et ok wftiger afvReerfory & S
dog T ETRIeT T & fop Qleev-8M ¥ Red-ted fohelt 3R IRt 7, e IR R
el PRI SHDT TS ACR-BI H e Uh craehl T Tl A SRGaT R SIT Hehel]

g

" HH-FHY) 5 3 €1 EIT & iR 3 e qafed fa) & fab varHTe AT b

TSl Gert G Tehl &1 39! e §Tcl il o] 5715 il 3779 /e S, AT

ST T8l e

IHAFT WA T 39 UM &b SING FT H RERT & A8 3R I
ST & THH $[S ST T oep1el febalT 81 Irai I T FT Y e &1 & fob
e avg ot ot sTeTd-aTfererT § A fham STAT 8, Safd SHh! AT dF B
URHTSTY Ue SIERUTR TR & 1T el &1 IU=AT b P& A2 -

BTG Fiexr] fard! @1 15er & 781 Jandll omg STy &I fardt Fiavr1

P W G SITGT 3T TS et 3l THeT 817
WESI‘\’TW%@

B g ¥ GG geret wef 7 31g sifaal @ Rith gafory wis f2ar o7 1 Ggla
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S Iu=arit ¥ Y et 3iR 2w Y e QU “eleeR-2 feex” & Rrdw s §

U bl UBYfH P& VT & fob 54 UG o a1 H-HRTSeh H FHIST bl IR g T4
Iod 81 i auf § g% ANIH Tsfhdl chl FegHAT HIdl IR IS dTel AT b ITR I
TP S TEPR & AT & IRFIRI AR Alerel HISAT Y aRT § U & Yeb &,

T ITITT H ™ o &

'AC-B Aecy HEW U UM &l T8l dfed I orsfpdl & folv Teb
TTEd <l e & it 3fuT et b TRfHe UeTer A €] a8 eTsfhdi S eR-URaR 3R
pel-apletol bl T o JUT Yog-2mH Brall &, fTeTeh! TRYT SRR ¢, e
31R Bet-puT SR HGRIIT I S Bl 8, I8 IUART I 37T ATH-URT o FHIST
3R IGd o et & URRIT BRI BT B heal) 21 59 forgTeT @ 3FR ST T o
g IU=ITT ST&T ST T frETferay sl ST+ T GTe & I8t 9a@ ST &bl Ueh H1egq
ol &1

SUITT & 1T I I T H $hT oiond 3R IT&HId T 3ol
BT 81 84 I8 ST 8T o T aeard H &R 3TRI-UTT U¥ BTeTTdl 87 9T §AR
HTST H QR AT HIS[G & ST 37T QRTWeT T 37T H JIGH eI &l Jalie Rl 82
3R & A §7 IR GeT PR 987 81 aTeYl U Jal IR SU=IR Ud Bl fordl ST
1Y 3R G 3FFaTe b SRY S AT A +ff Ui fepar S =y
JqeY —
o oCR-BIY ecy, AHAFT T, (7Bt arare, ek afefl), | AT g%, 73

feel, 2021,
o TH, TOORT 3IR 35T, S, aReeu T UaTe, 2018
o I Aldel-FTR TSI, TS ST 3, g fobeld eR, 78 feeetl, 2002
o TINRYTT P AR 1R I AT, Tojeberiet UfeatRIT 819, 778 fawetl, 2008
o S A H SR bT A R, TpTeT Ufect (T 81, 7% fieetl, 2002
o I 3MCH DI IEH T Aldel-(FTR, T et 84, fieed!, 1992
o JIRA T 3R GH & RFATH, fheraR ATEle, AT gfsaidne™, AER, 1995
0
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qrugferflr T AT, HRETUT Ue U TRIROT 7 ffHepT

TRTST g, TIT. PuTeieh] et *
HIRTT: -

AR T TET-LT JHIR FRII3N &P TR H 3717 &9 FHfeTq ST & eraifep
J 30 IR N T&T P foTeT g BIS T & | UigfeAftar S ARel i eepfcr, 1 3R
RORT T 3T GRIER & | ol J clepr SN, 3G, W, T 3R &ef+
b, AR &ilfgeh URURT T T &gT HIT Uglerfat o wu A HRFFT febar /ar om
igferfoa 7 et anfdfes 3R areafedes Wil &1 HfifHiieree oxdl &,. afee deifie
SiTreftar, MioTeiRr 3R AHTRoTes S T ot 9eR 81 BTeTifs HTehices TGV, hie-TeT,
T, gg 3R el P & BRU BRI Igqed WGl € 8 TS 99
gt it o & TR &RV BT AT R & 81 3T, TIgletiial & HRawr 3R
YT IRAROT T STIRISIT AT T H 31 e Fecayu] 8l T8 &

ST YT § AR Pl oRgebet] Dl UTI=aT Uiglerftal Bl TRaT, I7b
UfTETRY HEcd, ITch ARV T FHENY 3R YfTep qeprilepl b HTETH & I7ch
YT:SRIRUT b TTRAT OR SIeh1eT STell 1T 81 Ty & f$Rieet denfifdal & Suim,
RIS Uigferft fer BiR 3 SATT GRT fobT STT T2 SRIAT bt FHTa b 7S 2
< ffi= Surdl o e s
AT -

I, SR, HETa Tl

AT T-:

P ¥ IR THET IUTeY 81 TglortRl I sdfeTRad Tl Pl Pl ST & ST o0
qepiteh & faepRT & Ul forkg Y A1 g1 enfifep Ty, farsT, wfore, sanfe, fRifesear,
ST 3R BetT & fafaer fawr anfiret € | TRT &Y Ui forfoRit & uee &1 arfas
TRIT 37T A SFTHT 200 A g &1 SR G317 AT S T 1784 o H defebx! o e
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URrTiee FRIRICT BT TATIT 51 $3Ih 3ot A &1 aTex] fafeesT = d1ae] P IR
TR OR e UTeT- ST TRV UTef bl TRt bl 4 foram St e uftiet et epre<]
T T 31N T W Ge A o AEHH & oI DT g fordm | g4t yeprR ofter &
IRIGR T 13N b 3 FHT oI T UG o1 T | FOhR Y Uep-Ueh &R oI+ i U1l
G UG ST 1| &1 & &1 91 IE & fob 3Fep gl &b 37ereb qivaT b thelarey
TR BleT 5 S o Ue T, 9 URTETRIeD it A 7 g3 & iR ITR AR &
g1 ) Ty T2 H RIS ¥ AFEIYRH P AP AR AT okdl P ER W FERT
I Uep AR S| deliTeT & T e e SR demf=iep a1¢ areey gefige o
ITRIT T X St s-auiHTeT & UTel= 0T T JeTIIcHeD faRuT oMl 1837 H &1 Bl
T Ancient and Modern Alphabets of the Popular Hindu Languages of the
Southern Peninsula of India HehTierd &l AR ﬁé@?ﬁwmﬁw
g1 afee g o HiRger RoRT He off, Afeh breT A oiRg-apetr S off AT e, U8 U
freTeRye w2 38T 81 HeFHerR S 3TRfee yreafder afvsdl e Ad o b dai 3k
SITRIOT =2t o foTf CTIT oIRgT ATHT T IS ooty T8l & UR=] dfe PieT H oI &b
3FReTea b R H s YAV et b & | I8 el & fob Jal bl 4T (S1avfer <2T) et
ST 8, ORI STRI0T T e & fob arefeier 3B o, 3kl <ey edTe febal
ST TRE VR FTEIUT T Ieeid & fob 3BT 71 52T S Ul S H TR b bl R
g & folU, 3ih-hd S BT Scoidd 8l §9 dRE P Bs ool IS g H G-
P AT & | I T #avig I forRad o 7 +ff Juciey 38 & fob PretioR
BRI UR T foTRgT el ORURT fepRaeT g51 59 HshdT = 9YRTIY ST URURT T 3FE[U0T
I T, b TITepfcrep &r, AT SU&T 3R FHY P THTd A EWRI Hecaquf
qigferfiat e & i

<HRT 7 WRIAIT 1 fob] 3T < Srferepier SUTR el 7 & ofR efR-eR ¥ 81 %@ 8
W 37 IigfeTforRi e ARMRIT e 3TR MY e Fepriieni A Ive YT TRATING et T
STTILDT B HRCRI ST-URURT T Hfsa &Y difedi b ugem & forw s urgferfoar
P HET 3R IAPT AT+ eI BRAT AT B
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YRANT RG-TIRFIRT' U THTOT

TR 3MRAD TR ATRD ST TSI & Sl IRORTT YT & 5 olRg-
el PH-I-H & o1l & STfISpR T S F&lm Bl 71 17 81 5780 A Ieufy
AT & e TEBRUT TRE-THICT (620 g0 H &10T § SHDT IJeeied (bl 8), A N
&Il b dTfcieh YaTg TeTg AT Siw1 b FHARINT ¥ (URURT I HTH feifer $o go 300)
o forercl) 81 aTeTHY & ST’ <l Ueb Hcil fPretl & ForenT T o9 580 $o 8 $9H SRl
& T BT H re-UF &1 18 T AR H TISUA &b T WR DS fHerar 81 5&r 4§
IURT hHY T8 FHT TR I IR fIfd & Feer § & S 91 ¥ SR bt 1R fordY
STl 81 = & dig T Bars et § I TRI-ehI-AIY DT Aieldll 81 I&T el 1 1S
e T 81 HUR IfeeTRad T SI-Foif T dAferafaear ¥ qad Hecaqul ferfd a1
=Y IT I8 hal AT B |
G & AN & Arae § wfafeas ymmor
STEIUTATTEed-:2 (TS &g Ueh dfcep Tor 81 PHTRET (o 750 $0) b HAT-JAR
I8 U K (eh AU BT T TN ST T H-AET § Ugel 3R AH-GHGH P
1S A A1 81 F-3fear & Gt uRfr 8 fb Aa-awigT 319 ofH 81 ol 81 aTiers
TR W 5 1 BT YT Y10 & 1o A h1eT H ola el BT B! IR ATl) IS
o qTfort & carmanxor it oft o &1 o ereeer 7 farfie &fik ferfaa (11, 2, 21)
P TR UST BT Iooid &l -l ereeeplen & UHIuT & faog AT ST 37ef
"IN BT AT PR T & febe] ST 3T oigeh Bl S FHIUI ob SFfcriveh IR dfh
el & TRy TR 9Teg, SRY 318R, PHIUS, UTa, Tef 311 TR 81 fagMI 7 og=-
ohefl & THIURTOY §78 S fhar g |
Stg-aTfaca-® - TR & 3rerar Rigeft fAfted off amef 81 33 smds Teret 0
& oY Ry 21T € b T epte A dileg ST T 21T 8 I G AT Igiehed | I
g & 781 o, afod ST 3 $90T waTH TR om Rergaifeas 2, 2 3R
Ry UTfeereT 49,2 H T (@) 3R ol BT ool 8l Ugel H oG- i
YT & el TIT & fob ST A ISR BT 81 ST § ot 3R aIRIhIT 9=t &t
T & | 379 IT-GunTaT &7 Hf Seeid 81 T 1, 43 H U VAT & GEid fAefdT 3l

! ATLYRITANT ST O 3
2 T qRICTY eIl U 7
3 T, qRIfCTTY 2Tt T 10
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STTcTep! { & HY STl BIaT & fob IriRaTiRep Felt a1 e 3R Il b G i b
TA R Gie &Y ST 21 & R U (KU-ATS) 3R a1 & IR Ulee () Bl
Sl et &
fercrefy grer':- frramdher = forar & o5 fég T gt foper et aporel o ot foray &1 ot
bl BTeT & IR JelgT ot R o fora ol ool dgo s = fbar &1
Seeid $o Yo defl erreat o AfTH TRUr b 8 BICTH P Ioolkd H TUE & b fora
& foTT S 9T 9IN-U (birch bark) BT YIRT &IT AT 37 QM1 oRgah! &b AT I Ul
FeTdlT & fo $o Jo 327-325 H forge o 1oy &I gorep gerey TAMH1g Al e o
3Tl off, 8T urg: SN b forka T ST T | aigferfd et o TeT

urgferlt ol oft ol AT QfcreTiRee Ter, A7 SRATIST bl bl ST &, Ty
g1 forar 7 81 3R Sl Jgur I (Printing Press) &RT HebI1eTd 7 8311 &1l
YIS IeTTOaT AT WIS, TISUA, &%, HTd-U, SIS 3T OR fored! STt 2ff 374

fafer=T fovai—SIy e, o, fast, iftra, ferfdsesr, Sanfo, S ofk ATfecar—sy
ST ST AR &I 2Tl

igfelfd &l &geufT (Etymology) T¥epe H 'digfetfr 2rea & 9RTl § fiete”

I &:
qIUg (Pandu) — 8T UleT AT AHE T, ST HIA AT TSUA UR forg T U=
URURT ! ST Bl
ferfr (Lipi) — forams ar oiemT gumreill 59 TR, aigferfur a1 37ef ga1T - "grer ¥ foralt
UERICIS AT

TR BTeT $ TR oI, I RERIR a9 6T gfE 3, ITSol R Icchiod
G BT AT 81 UTSTORT ok - =gl FRretralY, T, il o e SmeR-dier
31k eeR & PHeTe TR TG ST o | ft-arft aTeTor T fyesT foh foeT & g |@e
fq ST O R ST ST, bTed oRg IeehIuf bRy BIT QT LTI, ISR,
BUST, T, TISUA SIS IT DI 3T T FERT foraT ST o |
1. TE-UISIATIRT - JeiT IT T HUST IR ot 7 |
2. TS Uigfrftar - a1 & o uil uR Ieehiof |

! TGRS Qe O 12
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3. IS UIgleTfOa - femTerit wirger Y Brel W fordl 78 |
4. TSI bl TTgATIT - HegepTel H fepiRret, ifereh feehras |
5. G1q-UfeeT TgleTfoR - 19, el AT 31 g3l W forelt 78 |
gigfefiar &1 aeca

yigfetfiat TR &1 uref qiepleied eRIeR &I e &l g1 wiglerioa 5
Aepfeld SF dbadl aTffes a1 3medTicqe el 3iftq aMgde, T, Tlerens,
TSR FfEd 81 37 TigferftRil & A § YR Bl TRaeMe! dlfed TR BT
ERICEEIE
1. AT WIS o TR @I ;- TG erfOaT JrefiT YRA TSI 37 ORORTat &t
HefdTee & GoUT AT & JATMISPR A Teed, S BT YR JEI6y A qigletar &
HTEH Y BIT A1l I, YRIV, SUYE, HETDI 3R 37 Ff grel Uigle1foa A Tepferd
fhT TT o 7P AT AR SIIBRT 1R TRpIeT T Tt Fva el off |
2. Tfe iR ameaTfedes Haed :- TSIt YR &6 seafcre eRIeR @l TRfar
bR H FEcaqut YfirepT Tt &1 fég o, st e STk S & & 3fiep afet Tey gl
gttt & gRfare foby g on
3. g va fufdpear faem & arrer - yigfarftal F fRifebeanfas ik amgde
el i TR fham 1T 8, RieTet SuAhT o 3iR g ferfdearsmett 7
Bl 3TIT &
4. TR AR T F ANTET:- Tgfor Tfor oiR Sieteret & & 7 off
HEcqqUl RET 81 UTei RIS 3R Setenferl = aigferftal & Aregw &
ST ferema et R & qui et 21
5. MG Qg 3rfeTRa 3 ANTET :- el JoIT TSI, SR HUTTe, 3referre
3R FHTT-eIaRAT T fagd STHPRI & TS 8 |
6. AT, W 3R AIfeed H ANEM :- ARG g & TRy T AMad
TNORT3N § W Ueh &1 S HEThI, Ch, DI 3R JToih R SN fafarerfasay
TR IPHE T I &l

7. AT 3R AT H ARTET :- TPl o ANT 3R €T T IRURTAT T FRIERT =T
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o off were © 8
8. frs 3iR ATt 7 ArTeT :- urgfetliat daet smeaicne aiik areifie e
1 At T STHDRI &l

MY T F uiglertar s Heeaqur 8] g fae, &9 3R
AT eI o foTq AT ST 81 3Fep QMerebet, JeTTep 3R SHIBRIDPR 37
gl T STETT PR eI FTHU PRIE & |

TgfTfURT o ERETT N g FHRITY IU— Bl &
1. S &Ry — ATSUA T HISTUA BT HTehfcrep ce-Fel
2. I & T — &, e 3R THT F yiglerftRt e sieit &l
3. ST Ud HHTRD SUET — s U Jgi U faell SmshHu 4 7€ 81
4. RIS HYET — AR N g fe1fORAT T A faveRT 831 8l
TRETUT Y STaeFhAT
&RUT 8T I8T 81 ST, T YT:IRIRVT (Redistribution) 3 379 &1 1T &,
Y 378 ST aTett Rl e R 3T RN QT ST Abl T URARYT T 37ef &
— UigorfaT T Y ATegHl H TR HA1, fSRAceiidor &A1 iR g
GBS T T ST <Ieh TGl
gigfeTfiviReroT & T =R
(P) FRETT (Preservation)

TIREUT T 372 & Hol UTgleTUal T J&T AT 3R I=e GRIAT v F ARfarT
HRAT 39 fory FFr=AferRRa e I3 ST &:

IRATIfT RETUT (Chemical Preservation): AT, TS 3R =T AT
fereTey XA A YRR e ST &1

AT feTa HSRUT (Climate-controlled Storage): T, €7 3R dlsl I = &
forT Sfera a3 TS ST T
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UTphie UgRal- 419 & Ui, PUR IR 3T UTdhicies IURIT BT SUART &b DIc
< 5T | fafder GueTerat H qugferit T UTei Ga imegfeie fafer & Su=iR Sy ST T]
UTR & GRT UST ol 7R |

LTI ST - UiglerftRt &t & o forq Hefie MET 1 gRTeT fobarT ST 2. et
MIET A GeTep 3R YAATIT BT SHHTA 81T |
gigferfirat T - IRor
(@) fefTeefiaror (Digitization)

I8 YT:IRARYT T JI THTT 3R 31gfies akiepr 8, o aigferfomt &
fSRiceT Ta=eT 7 95etT ST &
f$foreehieur & e T s
1. THIT (Scanning): STI-Relleg2 HHRI AT EhRI GRT Tigletuadl T fefiiee
AT H §SelT ST 81 OCR (Optical Character Recognition) el A A TS

B fSRiceT e H gt ST 8 |

2. TSI wa giIfAeer (Typing & Transcription) : R folfU-TRaul o
SR, SR, YAy, dets, dffer anfe forftait & ersw foham e 81 gfieprs
(Unicode) T@1d 3T SWINT PR 378 SCIIC IR JoTd ST ST 2 |

3. TINC-T-FU (Text-to-Speech) THID : APl Hl BT He (audio) vY H
IR AT, ORI &I S8 GpR AT ST UTH R Fb |

(1) I:HUTS T IATE (Re-editing & Translation) : TigfeTfo™T T 7Y URey H
T PR TePTIRIT f&hT ST 81 el b STfcet Fell o faa, SISt 31k 31 Tty
o JFATE PR ATUD TR TR TR AT ST 81 MEehaiall gRT 7Y ALHRUT GIR
(=N TS UPIeM UG TR (Online Publication & Dissemination) :
fefSiea m 4, urgferfiat & dedrger ik fSRica amgast &A™ § AEf1H
fehaIT ST HepeTT 81 JATSTeheT 3eh TEAT Uiglora o FSfTcetienur T Y- SrepTerT
TRITT 3 3E B

J&TeNUr:
1. IS Tigferfy freT (National Mission for Manuscripts - NMM) : 9Rd
WRPR GRT FefTferd, FRaepT Ieed gerd Uigforial er a=fér o fefieet v &
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Jueted R 81 https://www.namami.gov.in TR G TigletfUdl BT e a7 o8
SUey Bl

2. fefreer arssY 3ifw sfear (Digital Library of India - DLI): W T} 3R
UISTIfUT T AT eTT Sucted BRI BT Ueh THRT T

3. Muktabodha Indological Research Institute: I, d& 3R 3= %Pl Joif

BT fSRICH ®U 7 FURT PR AT Ueh Tl

4. Google Books, Archive.org, Open Library: &% Hgcaqui dhd of 379 g

elehH! R 77:¢[ed IueTed &l

5. JOWICR W¥HA oMY WEIF  (International Sanskrit Research

Institutes): 3FRET, JRIT 1R TR H s TEATT TP UISIeTUAT & SRTeetianor

R BRI PR B B

P foreTe Ay -

1. Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA)

2. Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (BORI), Pune

3. Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, Chennai

4. TRIER AT IR

5. ST Tugfet(d fasT dhes: SfeHeTeTe

6. ST ST HARRR SFHIR PIAT [ORITHIST Sl FHTGHTY (Future Prospects)
P gt & GREUT 3R YT SRR & foTq epg U ebriteht IR emer

TRIRT {3 ST |t &:

1. Al 3R 7T AT (Machine Learning for Sanskrit OCR): TRad TigferfUa

BT TGATIIT B H UG AR SFATE B & fofY Al LR ST bR foby ST Fepc!

&

2. sdi@a a@d (Blockchain for Preservation): TigioiUal & JeT ScT @I

IR 3R FURATRI 1Y @ & foTT selfepa Tebeiich BT STAMTI

3. ggerer Raferdt (VR) iR sifmice Raferdt (AR): dapd Toif @f VR 3R AR

TTepeiep & HTEH J TReT R e & Iu|

4. INT-HIRF Tl : TP T BT ATTH-AR RICHH TR IUeTed PRIGR AT

79



TN - 2023 TF 2024 (IFGTHids- 07-08) W4T (PRABHA) ISSN 2394-5974

ST T oo SR ST FeelT &l
frreepe ;-

yigfefUal qRA &l difge eRIeR B SMERRICT &, g76 iR Pr 3R
JMEYh dbets I YA:IRATRT xR bl NI &, S YRR ST URURT Y

S O
ore

GATSTTfereT Rl M HETeD BT | fSRAceiepru, 3iTetis wich ™, 3rare, 3R Al St
YD Tepilep] b HTETH A TebT TR FHY 81 AT 97 21 & GTH JART febu ST,
ar OTRiN YR ST el fagml dep T 7 Iy, dfdes Wik o) a7 A
USRI ST |l &, o 372 SR T S &Y 3aeaepar 81 aed § I G
SIRISERT TR IR 8 UIRT T 38 8 IS A TIRT A%t I &, aF 31 arett difgar

UTI TR S-S & ATIfa 8l Gahd! &, 395 dIs G 81 7 |

e I ¥ -

1. Iregdre s, Gepa iglrfadl T Hecd, aRIvT: =REaT, 2018

2. S.R. Sarma, "Sanskrit Manuscripts and Their Digital Preservation", Journal of Indian
Studies, vol. 12, no. 3, 2020, pp. 134-150

3. WSy urgferf e, "W@%ﬁﬁiﬁr%ﬁm," www.namami.gov.in (3T

fifer: 4 A1 2025)

Kapil Kapoor, Text and Tradition in India, New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 2005

ST Y AR R Il Ud 31fyeie, 7€ faeefl, Hepreragery, 2018

ST &R, AR GRITATILTRA, T fererett, Hicfellel SHRHATET, 2009

1. FRerars: garet, . fmeter PHR Uvsy, GUETery e, T3 faeet!, Aidiere SRR,

2002

8. drIT T SMRIR— okl HUIEeD G -Tee], STRIEGT : U FHIEHD e, Si
TSR TRTTY HETHHT, hicidhdl, 1967.

10. ST. JHdT dgch“l AT, IO T7ef JTehIGHT, STIYR 2 HREDRUT 2002

11. ST. AGTPAR TR, TP AeRAT BT ETfHD STeT, AV THIRIT T FEBRUT -2010
12. YRR, RUIE 3 S T BR Feepel TP 1882

0

N o o~
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T o 18 & & H TarR & Jffeer

W AR et
TR
Sféres AR fRr& T frepRA=RT Y& aTel! HfehaT et Tl R arelt i
T AR & | TAFIR 2T6a DT JANT JSATeb AT & g1 A QAfarep Febeileh! b
T T & BROT $iféds TATaR BT Heed 9 AT &l SFARTSSIIdT, defianvur 3k
SFAIIR o JATYfTeh TRATEFT - S AT &b I T e AT &b WU H TATIUT R
T 81 TR aRad= de WA T8l 8 | FHTe § +ff ufcreror uRac &1 <eT 81 R
HIRIATAT & A R T I S of 8T 81 R fdR ST %8 & 31 I
fraTR 31T %8 & | Sef R T AT ST &1 | STeT el Sr9Ta STRT &7 37Tt R 1ol
T TATT AT STeT oIl ST Al Sfet 3G I ST TR ST 1ot e rerrare feerfer
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Visible Scars, Invisible Wounds: Women and Acid
Violence in India

Swati Sucharita Nanda*, Hasan Bano**

Introduction:

Violence against women in India manifests in various forms,
encompassing verbal, physical, and sexual abuse. The National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) categories crimes against women into several
legally defined categories.® These include domestic violence, harassment,
and cruelty by in-laws (Section 498A of the IPC)?, assault with intent to
outrage modesty, which covers offenses such as sexual harassment, stalking,
and voyeurism, and rape, including instances of gang rape and custodial rape
(Section 376 IPC)®. Additionally, the NCRB identifies kidnapping and
abduction, dowry deaths (Section 304B IPC)#, violations under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act® and cyber-crimes against women as
significant forms of gender-based violence. These categories provide a legal
framework for addressing and combating violence against women in India.

The types of violence against women have evolved in response to
shifts in women's assertion of identity, independence, and agency over their
own sexuality. In the contemporary period, Indian women are increasingly
asserting their professional and rational identities in both private and public
spheres, actively participating in the workforce, and challenging traditional
gender roles. Additionally, they are exercising greater autonomy over their
bodies and sexual preferences, redefining societal norms surrounding female

* Associate Professor of Political Science, DAV Post Graduate College, Varanasi

** Associate Professor of Sociology, DAV Post Graduate College, Varanasi

1 National Crime Records Bureau. (Latest Report Year). Crime in India: Statistics on crimes against
women; Government of India. Retrieved from http://ncrb.gov.in; Accessed on November 21, 2024.

2 Ministry of Home Affairs (2014). Advisory on misuse of Section 498A of IPC and welfare measures
for women. Government of India; Retrieved from https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/
Adv498_220114 0.PDF; Accessed on November 23, 2023.

3 India Code. (1860). Indian Penal Code, 1860 (Sections 376 & 304B). Government of India;
Retrieved from https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/15289/1/ipc_act.pdf; Accessed
on November 23, 2023.

4 India Code. (1860). Indian Penal Code, 1860 (Section 304B - Dowry Deaths). Government of India;
Retrieved from https://www.indiacode.nic.in/show-data?actid=AC_CEN_5_23 00037_186045
1523266765688&0rderno=342; Accessed on November 23, 2023.

5 Ministry of Women and Child Development. (2012). The Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. Government of India. Retrieved from https://wcd.nic.in; Accessed on
November 24, 2023.

164


http://ncrb.gov.in/
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Adv498_220114_0.PDF
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/Adv498_220114_0.PDF
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/15289/1/ipc_act.pdf
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/show-data?actid=AC_CEN_5_23_00037_186045_1523266765688&orderno=342
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/show-data?actid=AC_CEN_5_23_00037_186045_1523266765688&orderno=342
https://wcd.nic.in/

Visible Scars, Invisible Wounds: Women and Acid Violence in India

agency and self-determination. These transformations, while marking
progress toward gender equality, have also contributed to changing patterns
of gender-based violence as patriarchal structures respond to these shifts.

Against this backdrop, this paper argues that the increasing cases of
acid attacks in India as a form of gender-based violence is intrinsically linked
to women's assertion of independence from patriarchal structures and their
growing agency over their own sexuality. The rise in such attacks reflects a
societal backlash against women's empowerment, particularly as they
challenge traditional gender norms and seek greater autonomy in personal
and professional domains.

Acid attacks: A statistical overview

Acid attacks, as a type of gender-based violence, continue to affect
women worldwide.! While comprehensive global statistics are limited,
available data from various countries provide insight into the prevalence and
trends of such attacks. Globally, approximately 1,500 acid attacks are
reported annually. However, their actual number is likely higher due to
under-reporting, particularly in the developing countries. Young women and
girls are disproportionately affected, often as a means to control or punish
them. Many studies have concluded that acid attacks are higher in some of
the Asian countries such as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Cambodia.?

For instance, between 1999 and 2011, Bangladesh reported
approximately 3,000 acid attack victims, with incidents increasing at 262
cases in 2002.2 Since then, there has been a significant decline primarily due
to stringent lagal provisions that have controlled the selling of acids. Pakistan
has also faced challenges of acid violence, predominantly affecting women.
In 2011, 150 cases were reported, a rise from 65 in 2010%. In India, incidence
of acid attacks have grown over the past decade for instance, between January
2002 and October 2010, 153 cases were reported in the newspapers. As many
as 27 cases were documented in the year 2010. The National Crime Records

1 Acid Survivors Trust International. (2024). A worldwide problem. Retrieved from https://asti.org.uk/
hocram/; Accessed on July 10, 2024.

2 Khan MA, Katiyar R, Verma M, Verma AK. (2024). Spectrum of vitriolage in India: A retrospective
data record-based study. Journal of Family Medical Prim Care. 2024 Feb;13 (2): 556-567.

3 Naznin Akhter, Pratham Alo (2023, Feb 24). Acid Violence on the rise; Retrieved from
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/7ms4ikztdh; Accessed on March 24, 2023.

4 Combating Acid Violence in Bangladesh, India and Cambodia (2011). Avon Global Center for
Women and Justice at Cornell Law School and the New York City Bar Association, New York.
Retrived  from  https://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&context=
avon_clarke; Accessed on March 3, 2023.
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Bureau (NCRB) reported 202 cases in 2022, up from 176 in 2021.* Accoring
to NCRB report, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh consistently report higher
numbers of such attacks. The report informs that Uttar Pradesh recorded the
highest number of cases (185 cases in 2014), followed by Madhya Pradesh
(53 cases in the same year). Among Union Territories, Delhi reported 27
cases in the same year. Further, state-wise data up to 2021 indicates that West
Bengal consistently reported the highest number of acid attacks. In 2021,
West Bengal had 34 cases, followed by Uttar Pradesh with 22 cases, and
Rajasthan with 15 cases. Other states with notable figures include
Maharashtra (12 cases), Gujarat and Haryana (11 cases each). Focusing on
Uttar Pradesh, the state reported 30 acid attack cases in 2022, showing a slight
increase from the previous year.?

Acid Attack Cases in India
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Source: Statista, 20222

What is noteworthy is that most of the victims of acid attack are
women. Motivations for attacks often include domestic disputes, rejected
marriage proposals and dowry related conflicts. While these figures offer a
glimpse into the situation, it would be pertinent to note that many cases of

1 National Crime Records Bureau. (2024). Spectrum of vitriolage in India: A retrospective data record-
based study. Retrieved from https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articless/PMC11006047/; Accessed on
December 3, 2024.

2 National Crime Records Bureau. (2024). Spectrum of vitriolage in India: A retrospective data record-
based study. Retrieved from https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11006047/accessed on 13
October 2024

3 Statista. Number of acid attack cases investigated by the police across India from 2017 to 2022;
Retrieved from https://wwuwv.statista.com/statistics/1103065/india-acid-attack-cases-investigated-
by-police/on 13 November 2023
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acid violence are not reported owing to fear of more serious injuries as well
as lack of faith in accessing justice. Efforts to combat acid violence in India
continue with a focus on stricter regulations, support for survivors, and public
awareness campaigns.

Motivations behind acid attacks

Clearly, women especially the adolescent and teenager girls
belonging to low-income households have been the targets in case of most
acid attacks. Most cases of adolescent and unmarried girls being attacked
show the reason to be rejecting sexual overtures of young boys and in many
cases of older men. Many others have been thrown the chemicals for daring
to initiate divorce proceedings against their husbands. Unmet dowry demands
have also been the reasons in many cases. Scholars and activists working with
the survivors have suggested that acid throwing is mostly used to teach a
lesson to women who dare to defy men and the patriarchal norms and
boundaries set by the society.!

Controlling sexuality by defacing the female

All societies and cultures throughout history have often sought to
regulate and control female sexuality through various means, including
physical, social, and psychological mechanisms. One such method involves
"defacing” or altering the female body—whether through practices such as
female genital mutilation (FGM), forced veiling, foot-binding, or even beauty
standards that promote self-inflicted harm. These practices serve to restrict
women's autonomy, diminish their sexual agency, and reinforce patriarchal
structures that benefit from controlling female desire and reproductive
capabilities. Many cases of acid violence on women have been driven by a
desire of men to punish them for daring to reject their advances and in some
other cases, for going beyond their traditional roles.

One such case is that of Preeti Rathi who succumbed to acid attack by
her neighbour Ankur Panwar.? Shortly before the attack, Rathi had received
the call letter from the Ministry of Defence to join the military nursing service
in INHS Asvini (Mumbai). On 2" May, 2013, she along with her family
members has just deboarded the train at Bandra station when a man splashed

1 Ghosal, B. and Chattopadhyay, C. (2020). Acid attack: a devastating violence against
women. ANTYAJAA: Indian Journal of Women and Social Change, 5 (2): 132-141.

2 PTI, Deccan Herald (2016, September 8). Panwar sentenced to death in Preeti Rathi acid attack case.
Retrieved from https://www.deccanherald.com/india/panwar-sentenced-death-preeti-rathi-
2084915; Accessed on January 13, 2024.
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acid on her. Preeti succumbed to her injuries. The man was later recognized
to be her neighbour Ankur Panwar who was not only a rejected suitor but
nurtured the desire to teach Rathi a lesson for competing with him and getting
a respectable job while he failed.

In another such case seventeen year old Sonali Mukherjee, an NCC
cadet, was harassed and teased by a group of men in her hometown Dhanbad.!
Repeated negative responses from her angered the men so much that they
decided to teach her a lesson by pouring acid on her on the night of April 22,
2003, by throwing acid on her when she was fast asleep at home. The acid
melted her nose, her right ear and some of it went into her ear drum, but
luckily it did not enter her brain. In 2013, she made a plea for euthanasia
which was rejected.

In yet another case in 2005, fifteen year old Laxmi was attacked with
acid on her face by a man whose advances were spurned by her.? Laxmi is a
real survivor who made a plea in the Supreme Court to frame rules to control
the sale of acid and bring such attacks under the category of non-bailable
offence. Married to Alok Dixit, a fellow activist, Laxmi has dedicated her life
to fight cases of acid violence. Her case drew a lot of media attention inspiring
a Hindi movie being made.

In patriarchal societies that calculate women’s worth by their
appearances, acid attacks not merely damage their faces them but destroys
their personal and professional values for life. Such violent backlash also
acts as lessons for other women who think twice before responding to sexual
advances of men or asserting personal autonomy.

Revenge by families and professional competitors

In some instances, acid attacks are used as a means of revenge within
families, particularly in disputes over property or inheritance conflicts. These
attacks often stem from deep-seated grievances where one party feels wrong
or cheated out of their rightful share of wealth, land, or assets. In such cases,
a family member—>be it a sibling, cousin, or extended relative may resort to
this brutal form of violence to intimidate, punish, or permanently disfigure

1 Praduman Choubey, The Telegraph (2021. September 12). Acid attack victim turns counsellor for
people in distress; Retrieved from https://www.telegraphindia.com/jharkhand/acid-attack-victim-
turns-counsellor-for-people-in-distress/cid/1830403; Accessed on January 13, 2024.

2 Geneva International Center of Justice. Laxmi Aggarwal—The Acid Attack Survivor retrieved from
https://www.gicj.org/lest-we-forget/2874-laxmi-agarwal-the-acid-attack-survivor;  Accessed on
February 20, 2023.
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the perceived rival. Cultural and societal factors, including patriarchal norms,
financial greed, and lack of legal deterrence, can contribute to the prevalence
of such attacks. Unfortunately, victims, who are often women, may face long-
term physical, emotional, and social consequences, including severe
disfigurement, psychological trauma, and social ostracization.

In one such case on 26th May 2012, acid was thrown on Ritu Saini, a
class VI student, from Rohtak (Haryana) was on her to volley ball court for
practice when two men on a motor bike splashed acid on her face.
Investigations led the police to her aunt Rajwanti who did so to settle a score
with Ritu’s father over a property dispute.

Women appear to be the most vulnerable victims of acid attacks, even
when these acts are motivated by revenge. Causing harm to women can
severely hurt the claims of masculinity of the head of the family that rests on
protecting women. Thus, such attacks are driven by deeply entrenched gender
inequalities, societal norms that devalue women, and the fact that the legal
system allows the perpetrators to act without fear of severe punishment.

Marital conflicts and Dowry disputes

Acid attacks on women due to marital conflicts and dowry disputes
are a disturbing form of gender-based violence, often rooted in patriarchal
norms and financial greed. In societies where dowry a payment or gift from
the bride's family to the groom's family is still practiced, disputes over its
amount or non-payment can escalate into extreme violence, including acid
attacks. In some cases, husbands or in-laws use acid as a form of punishment
when the bride’s family fails to meet dowry demands, either before or after
marriage. Women may also be attacked for resisting domestic abuse, seeking
a divorce, or failing to conform to societal expectations of a "perfect wife."
Such attacks are often meant to disfigure and permanently damage the
victim’s life, serving as both punishment and a warning to others.

In July 2021, a twenty two year old woman was allegedly compelled
to drink acid by her husband and in-laws in Gwalior following disputes over
dowry. Initially, it was reported that she consumed the acid herself under
pressure; however, her statement later revealed that her in-laws had forced

1 Hindustan Times. (2013, July 24). My face was used to settle scores, says acid attack survivor Ritu
Saini; Retrieved from https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/my-face-was-used-to-settle-scores-
says-acid-attack-survivor-ritu-saini/story-E97GiJQ1cOMozKdsGkxKeO.html; Accessed on March
1, 2023.
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her.! It was then that the police registered a case of attempted murder against
the accused which led to arrests.

In Muzaffarnagar Reshma, a woman from Rathedi village, was
reportedly tortured and forced to drink acid by her husband and his family
members owing to unmet dowry demands in February 2022.2 She sustained
severe burns on her face and succumbed to her injuries. The accused family
members fled and were subsequently pursued by law enforcement.

In Bareilly, Anjum, a 25-year-old woman, died after allegedly being
forced to drink acid by her in-laws due to unmet dowry demands of 2.5 lakh
and a car.® Before her death, she provided a statement detailing the abuse,
leading to the registration of an FIR against her husband and in-laws in 2023.

Legal measures and stricter enforcement of anti-dowry and anti-
violence laws are crucial in preventing such crimes. Public awareness
campaigns, survivor support programs, and stricter punishment for
perpetrators can also help in curbing acid attacks and ensuring justice for
victims.

Impact of acid attacks

The chemical used in most cases is either nitric or sulphuric acid that
primarily has industrial applications.* These are used for the manufacturing
of explosives, fertilizers and on a more daily basis, for the purification of
silver and gold. Thrown on human bodies, these have catastrophic effect on
skin and flesh. Victims of acid attacks are often left horrifically disfigured for
life as the skin melts leaving the bones exposed. Acid attacks result in
devastating injuries, including severe Burns that eats away at the skin,
muscle, and sometimes even bone, causing excruciating pain. The severity of
injury depends on the concentration of the acid and the duration of exposure.
This leads to permanent disfigurement as the victims are often left with

1 Pankhuri Yadav, Times of India (2021, July 21). MP woman forced to drink acid retrieved from
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/mp-woman-forced-to-drink-acid-by-husband-fights-
for-life-in-city-hosp/articleshow/84598962.cms; Accessed on March 1, 2023.

2 PTI, The New Indian Express (2023, Feb 25). UP woman dies after in-laws force her to drink acid
over dowry. Retrieved from https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2023/Feb/25/up-woman-
dies-after-in-laws-force-her-to-drink-acid-over-dowry-2550932.html; Accessed on February 18,
2024.

3 PTI, The Times of India (2023, Feb 26). Woman,25, dies after being forced to drink acid retrieved
from https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bareilly/woman25-dies-after-being-forced-to-drink-
acid-by-in-laws/articleshow/98243786.cms; Accessed on February 26, 2024.

4 Singh, M., Kumar, V., Rupani, R., Kumari, S., Yadav, P. K., Singh, R., & Verma, A. K. (2018).
Acid attack on women: a new face of gender-based violence in India. Indian Journal of Burns, 26
(1), 83-86.
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extensive scarring, loss of facial features such as ears, nose, or lips. If the acid
reaches the eyes, it can result in partial or complete blindness. Fumes from
the acid can cause damage to the lungs, leading to breathing difficulties.
Severe burns can cause contractures (tightening of the skin), restricting
movement in affected areas.

Yet, psychological and social consequences of acid attacks, especially
for women, are no less in severity.> Many survivors experience depression,
anxiety, and suicidal tendencies. It is not unusual for the survivors to plead
for euthanasia. The reason of their psychological stress comes from their
social ostracization. Human societies put a lot of value on physical
appearances. In India as in mostly parts of the world, woman is judged on
the basis of her facial appearance. Acid attacks completely damage the face
of the women that lead to their rejection from their communities. Acid attack
victims face rejection not only in the marriage markets but also in the job
markets. In addition to this, prolonged medical treatments require them to be
out of the educational institutions or jobs for extended periods. This often
leads to disruption of their education and jobs.

Conclusion

Acid attacks were not classified as a separate criminal offense in India
until recent legal reforms.? Most important reason for the rise of acid attacks
in India in the recent decades was lack of laws to curb easy availability of the
chemicals in the open market. In 2009, Law Commission called for the
establishment of the Criminal Injuries Compensation and Rehabilitation
Board. This board was to be empowered to issue directions to appropriate
authorities so that they could provide proper medical, psychological and legal
aid to the victims and issue directives for the rehabilitation of acid violence
in consultation with the Centre and the states governments.® Subsequently the
National Commission for Women (NCW) launched a scheme for providing
relief and rehabilitating acid attacks victims. It also proposed constituting a
Criminal Injuries Compensation and Rehabilitation Board.

1 Ghosal, B., & Chattopadhyay, C. (2020). Acid attack: a devastating violence against women.
ANTYAJAA: Indian Journal of Women and Social Change, 5(2), 132-141.

2 National Commission for Women. (2008). Scheme for Relief and Rehabilitation of Offences (by
Acids) on Women and Children. Retrieved from https://ncwapps.nic.in/AnnualReports/
200809/Eng/Annexure4.pdf; Accessed on January 2, 2023.

3 Law Commission of India. (2009). 226th Report on the Inclusion of Acid Attacks as Specific
Offences in the Indian Penal Code and a Law for Compensation for Victims of Crime. Retrieved
from https://indiankanoon.org/doc/87066215/; Accessed on January 2, 2023.
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After several amendments carried out in the Indian Penal Code in
post-Nirbhaya case period, acid attacks were put under a separate section of
the IPC (i.e.,, 326A) and were made punishable with a minimum
imprisonment of ten years with a provision to extend it to life imprisonment
with a fine.! Provisions have been made in this law to punish the government
officials and agencies that deny treatment and create hurdles in facilitating
justice to the victims.

While the law seems to be a positive indication, victims often face
slow police investigations, inadequate forensic facilities, and a sluggish
judicial process. Additionally, delays in compensation disbursement and
medical aid further exacerbate their hardships. Streamlining legal procedures,
ensuring swift trials, and providing immediate financial and medical
assistance are essential steps to expedite justice for acid attack survivors.
Strengthening laws and enforcing strict timelines for case resolution can help
prevent such inefficiencies from compounding the victims' trauma.

O

1 Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. (2013). Advisory on Measures to Be Taken to
Prevent and Deal with the Offence of Acid Attack on Women. Retrieved from
https://chdslsa.gov.in/right_menu/act/pdf/acidattack.pdf; Accessed on March 2, 2023.
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Culture of VVaranasi: A Psychological Analysis

Rajesh Kumar Jha*
Abstract
Varanasi is one of the world's oldest cities still inhabited, it occupies a
special place as India’s cultural and spiritual hub. Varanasi’s unique cultural and
spiritual environment plays a pivotal role in shaping individual experiences of
Spiritual Intelligence, Religiosity, and Death Anxiety (Jha, et.al, 2024). This paper
aims to investigate Varanasi culture from a psychological point of view, looking at
how the city's long-standing customs, religious rituals, and sociocultural dynamics
influence its citizens' collective psyche. The examination explores important topics
such spiritual beliefs, ritualistic practices, death and rebirth symbolism, and the
significance of identity in cultural consciousness. Additionally, it looks into how
Varanasi's cultural milieu affects psychological processes like coping strategies,
resilience, and community connection. Through qualitative observations and pre-
existing psychological frameworks, the study reveals a profound harmony between
tradition and psychological adaptation, highlighting the complex relationship
between culture and mental health in Varanasi. This approach sheds light on the
ways that spiritual richness and cultural continuity support the psychological
fortitude of a populace immersed in metaphysical ideas and history.
Key Words: Culture, Spirituality, Religiosity, Collective psyche, psychological
processes

Introduction

Varanasi is considered one of the seven holiest cities (Sapta Puri) in
Hinduism, often associated with liberation (moksha). It is believed that Lord
Shiva founded the city, and the Kashi Vishwanath Temple remains a key
pilgrimage site. Varanasi city also plays a vital role in Buddhism (being near
Sarnath, where Buddha gave his first sermon) and Jainism (as the birthplace
of several Tirthankaras). The Ganga River, flowing through the city, is
believed to have the power to cleanse sins. Daily rituals on its ghats especially
Manikarnika Ghat and Harishchandra Ghat (cremation) as well as
Dashashwamedh Ghat and Assi Ghat (Ganga Aarti) demonstrate a unique
integration of death and spirituality, embodying the belief in liberation
(Diana, 1998). Death and cremation rituals performed at the Manikarnika
Ghat are rooted in the belief that dying in Varanasi grants freedom from the

* Department of Psychology, DAV PG College, Varanasi.
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cycle of rebirth.

Varanasi has a long-standing tradition in classical music, dance, and
arts. The Banaras Gharana is renowned in Hindustani classical music, with
legendary figures such as Ustad Bismillah Khan (shehnai maestro) and Pandit
Ravi Shankar (sitar virtuoso) hailing from the city. The city is also known for
its Banarasi silk sarees, characterized by intricate brocade work and fine silk,
often worn during weddings and festivals. (Neuman,1990). The ghats of
Varanasi, there are nearly 88 of them play a vital role in its cultural life. From
morning prayers and yoga to evening Ganga Aarti, the ghats are centers of
both religious and social activity. (Parry, J. (1994). The city is internationally
known for Banarasi silk sarees, a legacy of the Mughal era, showcasing
intricate zari and brocade work. Weaving is a major livelihood and a
significant cultural heritage. Jain, J. (2012). Varanasi has been home to many
literary and philosophical giants such as Kabir, Tulsidas, and Ravidas. These
saints and poets challenged orthodoxy and emphasized spiritual
egalitarianism, shaping the Bhakti movement.

The psychology of Varanasi’s culture is a fascinating intersection of
spiritual philosophy, collective identity, ritual practice, and existential
acceptance, all of which contribute to a unique psychological environment.
Varanasi, one of the oldest living cities in the world, is not just a cultural and
spiritual hub of India but also a place where the environment, traditions, and
way of life deeply intersect with psychological wellbeing.

Existential Acceptance & Death Positivity

Manikarnika Ghat, a prominent cremation site, represents a cultural

acceptance of death as part of the spiritual journey. Unlike Western cultures
that often fear or avoid death, Varanasi’s approach aligns with existential
psychology, helping individuals confront mortality with meaning.
Varanasi, one of the oldest living cities in the world, is not just a cultural and
spiritual hub of India but also a place where the environment, traditions, and
way of life deeply intersect with psychological wellbeing. Here’s how
Varanasi’s culture connects to mental health and inner peace:

Spiritual Atmosphere & Mindfulness

Varanasi, as a spiritual center, offers rituals and practices that foster
mindfulness, gratitude, and emotional regulation. Rituals like Ganga Aarti,
temple visits, and chanting induce a meditative state.( Koenig, 2009). There
are so many fundamental components like, temples, ghats, samadhi-places,
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and rituals encourage and enhance introspection, meditation, and
mindfulness. The Ganga Aarti and chanting of mantras can have calming
effects, reducing stress and anxiety. Pilgrimage and prayer promote hope,
gratitude, and surrender, all of which are known to support mental resilience.
Varanasi has deep ties to yoga and ayurveda, both of which promote holistic
mental health through body-mind balance, diet, breathing, and lifestyle
regulation. Varanasi, with its historic connection to yoga and Ayurveda,
supports practices that enhance self-awareness, breath control, and mind-
body balance. (Streeter, et al., 2012)

Acceptance of Life, Death and Rebirth Cycle

Varanasi teaches acceptance of impermanence, especially through its
rituals surrounding death (e.g., Cremations at Manikarnika Ghat,
Harishchandra Ghat). This fosters a philosophical attitude towards life’s
suffering and challenges, reducing fear of death and increasing emotional
maturity.

Varanasi’s culture, especially around cremation ghats like
Manikarnika, emphasizes detachment, impermanence, and spiritual
liberation (moksha). This worldview reduces fear of death and encourages
acceptance. (Becker, 1973). Varanasi’s philosophical teachings of karma,
dharma, and rebirth help individuals reframe suffering as meaningful, also
support to explore meaningful life, aligning with logotherapy., which is
enhancing the level of psychological Resilience.

Cultural Practices

In Varanasi, there are festivals, music, dance, and art activities are
part of daily life, which are offering creative outlets for emotion, that causes
of healthy mental and physical states. There is well established strong
community bonds and shared cultural identity that help to reduce feelings of
isolation or loneliness. And create a sense of belonging, which is linked to
joyfulness, lower stress, low levels of anxiety and depression. Cultural
integration strengthens identity and emotional wellbeing. (Baumeister &
Leary, 1995). Cultural integration works as a helpful tool for providing social
support and enhancing mental, emotional and physical wellbeing.

Simplicity of Life
The pace of life in Varanasi is slower and more reflective, reducing

burnout and information overload. People want to spend their time close to
nature (Ganga, sunrises, birdsong) contributes to a sense of peace and
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connectedness. Life along the Ganges River, exposure to sunrise rituals, and
the slower lifestyle promote restoration and tranquility, aligning with nature-
based mental health approaches (Kaplan, et.al,1989).

Some of Psychological Theories are also aligned with Varanasi
Culture, such as Maslow’s Hierarchy involves spirituality and self-
actualization are at the top and Varanasi provides a cultural space to reach
this state of life. Logotherapy of Frankl insists finding meaning in suffering,
the meaning of life is embedded in Varanasi’s view of karma, dharma, and
rebirth. Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) practices like
meditation, walking on the ghats, and ritual bathing mirror MBSR principles.

Conclusion:

The core tenets of psychological wellbeing, mindfulness, meaning,
connection, simplicity, and acceptance are promoted throughout Varanasi
culture. Its setting can be very healing for the mind and spirit. Varanasi is
more than just a city; it is a dynamic cultural system that fosters mental health
via philosophical, natural, social, and spiritual channels. It offers a special
environment for inner healing and calm by fusing psychological knowledge
with tradition. Varanasi culture is a remarkable blend of philosophical
tenacity, artistic brilliance, and spiritual depth. It continues to shape the
spiritual and mental environment of both locals and tourists, serving as a
living museum of India's religious and cultural legacy.
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Indian Knowledge System: A Comprehensive
Exploration

Dr. Sanjay Kumar Singh*
Introduction

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is a vast and intricate body of
knowledge that has evolved over thousands of years. Rooted in the Indian
subcontinent, it encompasses a diverse array of disciplines including
philosophy, science, mathematics, medicine, art, architecture, linguistics, and
spirituality. Unlike the Western compartmentalization of knowledge, IKS
integrates the spiritual with the empirical, offering a holistic approach to
understanding life, nature, and the cosmos. This interconnected worldview
asserts that all aspects of existence, whether material or spiritual, are
interdependent and part of a unified reality. This perspective challenges the
conventional dichotomy between the sacred and the secular, recognizing both
as integral parts of a larger cosmic order.

This article aims to explore the key components of IKS, its historical
development, contributions to global knowledge, and its relevance in
contemporary education and society. The richness of IKS is reflected in its
various disciplines, each contributing to a broader understanding of human
life and the universe. Indian philosophy, for instance, delves into profound
questions about the nature of existence, the self, and the universe. Ancient
Indian mathematicians and astronomers, such as Aryabhata and
Brahmagupta, laid the groundwork for modern mathematical concepts,
including the use of zero and the development of trigonometry. In medicine,
Ayurveda and other healing traditions emphasize the balance between mind,
body, and spirit as a foundation for health, offering a holistic approach to
well-being.

The Indian Knowledge System also highlights the importance of
experiential knowledge while the Western tradition often separates the mind
from the body and the spiritual from the material, IKS fosters a more
integrative view. Practices such as Yoga and meditation illustrate the direct
connection between the mind and body, emphasizing the significance of
mental discipline and physical health in achieving overall well-being. This

* Department of Philosophy, DAVPG College, Varanasi.
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emphasis on holistic health aligns with the growing global interest in
mindfulness, mental health awareness, and the integration of traditional
healing practices with modern medical approaches. Thus, IKS continues to
inspire and offer valuable insights, demonstrating its timeless relevance.

1. Historical Background of Indian Knowledge System

The Indian civilization is among the oldest in the world, and its
intellectual heritage dates back to the Vedic period (circa 1500-500 BCE).
The Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, and other ancient texts provide insights into
the foundations of IKS.

The Rigveda, the oldest of the four Vedas, contains hymns that exhibit
profound philosophical and cosmological thought. The Upanishads delve
deeper into metaphysical questions about the self (Atman), the ultimate
reality (Brahman), and the nature of existence. These texts laid the foundation
for the six classical schools of Indian philosophy — Nyaya, Vaisheshika,
Samkhya, Yoga, Mimamsa, and Vedanta.

Over time, IKS evolved through various cultural, religious, and
intellectual movements, absorbing and assimilating knowledge from diverse
sources, including Buddhism, Jainism, and later Islamic and European
influences. Over time, IKS evolved through various cultural, religious, and
intellectual movements, absorbing and assimilating knowledge from diverse
sources, including Buddhism, Jainism, and later Islamic and European
influences. This dynamic process of integration and synthesis allowed IKS to
adapt and grow, remaining relevant to the changing needs of society while
preserving its core principles. For instance, the rise of Buddhism and Jainism
during the 6th century BCE brought new perspectives on ethics, metaphysics,
and the nature of suffering, which influenced not only Indian thought but also
global philosophical traditions. These religious and philosophical schools of
thought emphasized non-violence (ahimsa), the pursuit of inner peace, and
self-realization, enriching the spiritual and ethical dimensions of IKS.

Similarly, the arrival of Islamic culture and ideas during the medieval
period introduced new scientific methods, mathematics, and architectural
techniques. Scholars such as Al-Biruni and In Sina engaged with Indian
scholars, leading to a fruitful exchange of knowledge in astronomy, medicine,
and mathematics. The fusion of Islamic and Indian intellectual traditions gave
rise to significant advancements in fields like algebra, chemistry, and
medicine. Additionally, the colonial period marked a shift in the way Indian
knowledge was perceived. The British colonization of India and the
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subsequent introduction of Western education systems, while diminishing the
prominence of indigenous knowledge, also led to the rediscovery and
preservation of ancient Indian texts and ideas.

In modern times, the revival of IKS has been fueled by a desire to
reconnect with India’s intellectual heritage. The independence movement in
the 20th century, led by figures like Mahatma Gandhi, emphasized the
importance of indigenous knowledge and self-reliance. Today, scholars and
educators are increasingly looking to IKS as a source of wisdom and
innovation, integrating its holistic approach to health, sustainability, and
spirituality with contemporary scientific and philosophical advancements.
This revival not only honours India’s historical contributions but also offers
valuable insights for addressing contemporary global challenges.*

2. Key Components of Indian Knowledge System
2.1. Philosophy and Logic

Indian philosophy is an integral part of IKS. It is characterized by its
systematic approach to metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, and logic. The six
orthodox (Astika) systems, particularly Nyaya and Mimamsa, developed
intricate theories of logic and reasoning.

The Nyaya School developed a rigorous system of logic that was used
for debate and discussion, much like the Aristotelian syllogism in the West.
Udayana and Gangesha were major logicians who contributed to the
development of the Navya-Nyaya school in medieval India.

2.2. Mathematics and Astronomy

India made pioneering contributions to mathematics and astronomy.
The concept of zero as a numeral, the decimal system, and significant
advancements in algebra and trigonometry originated in ancient India.

Aryabhata (5th century CE) proposed that the Earth rotates on its axis
and made accurate calculations of solar and lunar eclipses. Bhaskara Il, in his
seminal work Siddhanta Shiromani, explored concepts akin to calculus.?
2.3. Medicine and Ayurveda

Ayurveda, the ancient Indian system of medicine, is a holistic
approach to health that emphasizes balance between body, mind, and spirit.
It is based on the theory of the three doshas (Vata, Pitta, and Kapha) and aims
at preventive and curative health practices.

The Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita are foundational texts of
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Ayurveda. Sushruta is considered the father of surgery, and his text describes
surgical techniques including rhinoplasty and cataract surgery.®

2.4. Architecture and Engineering

Indian architecture is a testimony to the scientific and aesthetic
sensibilities of ancient Indian culture. The Vastu Shastra outlines principles
of architecture and urban planning based on cosmic energies and natural
elements.

The construction of temples, stepwells, and urban centers like
Mohenjo-Daro and Dholavira reveals advanced engineering knowledge,
including water management systems and town planning.*

2.5. Linguistics and Grammar

Panini's Ashtadhyayi (circa 500 BCE) is a monumental work in
Sanskrit grammar. It is considered the earliest known work of descriptive
linguistics and is remarkably scientific in its structure.

Bhartrihari, a later philosopher-linguist, explored the philosophy of
language and meaning (Sphota theory), which prefigures some modern
linguistic theories.®

2.6. Art, Music, and Aesthetics

The Natyashastra by Bharata Muni is a foundational text on dramatics
and performance arts. It discusses Rasa theory, which remains central to
Indian aesthetics. Indian classical music systems Hindustani and Carnatic
also stem from ancient traditions, with texts like Sangita Ratnakara
elaborating their theoretical frameworks.®

3. Educational Institutions in Ancient India

India had world-renowned centers of learning like Takshashila,
Nalanda, and Vikramashila. These institutions attracted scholars from all
over Asia and taught a wide range of subjects from philosophy and logic to
astronomy and medicine.

Takshashila (circa 700 BCE) is often regarded as the world’s first
university, offering multi-disciplinary education. Nalanda (5th—12th century
CE) became a major Buddhist center of learning and symbolized India's
commitment to intellectual pursuit.’

4. Scientific Temper and Empiricism in IKS

Contrary to the stereotype of being mystical or speculative, IKS
incorporated observation, hypothesis, and verification. For instance,
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Ayurveda relies on systematic diagnosis and personalized treatment plans
based on empirical knowledge. Similarly, ancient Indian astronomers used
instruments like the gnomon (Shanku) and water clocks (Ghati Yantra) for
precise measurements. The Sulba Sutras contain geometrical knowledge used
for altar constructions, indicating practical applications of mathematics.®

5. Integration of Spiritual and Scientific Knowledge

One unique feature of IKS is the seamless integration of the spiritual
with the scientific. Knowledge was not merely for utilitarian purposes but
was aimed at self-realization (Atma Jnana) and liberation (Moksha). For
example, Yoga is both a spiritual and scientific system aimed at enhancing
mental clarity, emotional balance, and physical health. Patanjali’s Yoga
Sutras systematized its philosophical and practical aspects.®

6. Decline and Revival of Indian Knowledge System

The decline of IKS began with political instability, foreign invasions,
and colonialism. The British education system, introduced in the 19th
century, marginalized indigenous knowledge systems, deeming them
unscientific or out-dated.

However, the post-independence era witnessed renewed interest in
IKS. Institutions like Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Indian Council of
Philosophical Research (ICPR), and the Indian Knowledge Systems Division
under the Ministry of Education are now actively promoting traditional
Indian knowledge.°
7. Contemporary Relevance of Indian Knowledge System
7.1. Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes integrating
IKS into mainstream education. This includes teaching Sanskrit, Yoga,
traditional medicine, and Indian art and culture in schools and universities.
7.2. Health and Wellness

Global acceptance of Yoga and Ayurveda highlights the relevance of
IKS in contemporary health paradigms. The COVID-19 pandemic also saw

a surge in interest in Ayurvedic immunity boosters and traditional wellness
practices.

7.3. Sustainability and Ecology

IKS promotes sustainable living and ecological balance. Indigenous
agricultural practices, water conservation techniques, and reverence for
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nature are crucial in addressing today’s environmental crises.
7.4. Artificial Intelligence and Indian Knowledge System

Recent interdisciplinary studies explore how Indian Knowledge
System, especially in logic and language processing (like Paninian grammar),
can inform Al development.

7.5. Social and Cultural Relevance

In today's increasingly globalized world, there is a renewed interest
in preserving and promoting indigenous knowledge systems like IKS, as they
provide not only historical insights but also practical wisdom that can be
applied in contemporary society. IKS places a significant emphasis on
community, relationships, and sustainable living, which is essential in
addressing the growing concerns of alienation, mental health, and
environmental degradation that the modern world faces. By learning from the
collective wisdom embedded in IKS, societies can find ways to build stronger
social cohesion, foster inclusive growth, and develop strategies for social
justice. Moreover, the integration of IKS into global discussions about culture
and knowledge can contribute to a more pluralistic and diverse understanding
of the world, moving away from the dominance of a single perspective.

7.6. Revival of Indigenous Languages

One of the most essential aspects of the contemporary relevance of
IKS is the revival and promotion of indigenous languages, such as Sanskrit
and regional languages, which carry significant philosophical and scientific
traditions. Sanskrit, as the language of many foundational texts of IKS, holds
immense value in understanding the depth of Indian thought and is key to
interpreting ancient manuscripts. Similarly, regional languages and dialects
contain indigenous knowledge on various aspects of medicine, ecology, and
social systems. Reviving and incorporating these languages into modern
education systems can ensure that this treasure trove of knowledge is
preserved, disseminated, and utilized in innovative ways to solve
contemporary issues.

7.7. Future Directions and Global Collaboration

The future of IKS lies in its ability to adapt to modern challenges
while preserving its core values. There is potential for international
collaboration in sectors like healthcare, environmental sustainability, and
technology. As countries around the world look to traditional systems for
solutions to their crises, IKS can play a crucial role in offering models of
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balance, holistic health, and sustainability. Its deep understanding of human
nature, ethical living, and respect for nature can significantly contribute to
global discussions about achieving sustainable development and social well-
being.

By fostering interdisciplinary dialogue and integrating IKS with
modern knowledge systems, societies worldwide can create a more inclusive,
sustainable, and harmonious future. The relevance of IKS, with its profound
insights into ethics, knowledge, and life, will continue to grow as we address
the complexities of the modern world.

Conclusion

The Indian Knowledge System is a treasure trove of wisdom that
offers insights into almost every aspect of life and existence. It is not only
historically significant but also holds immense potential for solving modern
challenges through its holistic, integrative, and sustainable approaches.

Reviving and promoting IKS is not merely about cultural pride; it is
about enriching the global knowledge landscape. By weaving traditional
wisdom with modern science, India can offer innovative solutions that benefit
humanity as a whole.The emphasis on balance and harmony in Indian
thought, whether in the areas of medicine, agriculture, or philosophy, can
offer sustainable alternatives to many of the issues we face today. For
instance, the integration of Yoga and Ayurveda into global wellness practices
shows the relevance of IKS in promoting holistic health, not just as a cultural
practice, but as a scientific approach to well-being.

Moreover, the revival of IKS can foster a greater sense of
environmental stewardship, as its principles highlight the importance of
living in harmony with nature. By integrating these ideas into modern
educational frameworks, we can create a more inclusive and balanced
approach to learning, one that values both empirical knowledge and spiritual
insight. Ultimately, the Indian Knowledge System, with its depth and
wisdom, has the potential to guide humanity toward a more balanced,
sustainable, and enlightened future, fostering a more harmonious coexistence
with nature and one another.

Furthermore, the practice of critical thinking and logical reasoning
embedded within IKS can contribute to a more intellectually rigorous society.
Its emphasis on inquiry, discussion, and debate can pave the way for the
development of new technologies and methodologies, ensuring that
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traditional knowledge is not only preserved but adapted to meet
contemporary needs. By fostering a global dialogue that incorporates 1KS,
we have the opportunity to create solutions that are both scientifically sound
and ethically grounded.
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Some Reflection on Indian Philosophy: Reference to
K. Satchidananda Murty

Dr. Sanjeev Veer Singh Priyadarshi*
Abstract

Prof. Murty is a unique Philosopher of international repute, grounded in
Indian culture as well as well-versed in the philosophies of the east and west,
interpreting Indian philosophy in the context of social, political and geographical
condition. For him, Philosophy stand s for the evolution of all ideas a with reference
to religion, political, social and educational aspects of human life; it is the critique
of ideologies and the rational examination of the foundation of belief and faith.
Murty Says that Philosophy and religion are different from each other ; though some
of the topics are same, the interpretation are different. Religion is based on tradition,
authority, classical texts, faith and rituals, whereas Philosophy stands for reason,
individual analysis and logical conclusions. Murty asserts that philosophy is a
systematic knowledge that arises out of human thought, not based upon belief and
scriptures but provides new ideas, way to evaluate them.

Philosophy is the only branch of knowledge in which there are no
final anwers; all answers can be questioned. In it there is an anti-thesis to
every propounded thesis. Regarding philosophical controversies Bertrand
Russell says, “it is hard to imagine any argument on either side which do not
beg the question; on the fundamental issues, this is unavoidable.”? K.
Satchidananda Muty extends this idea not only to the abstract and abstruse
philosophical and other theoretical issues. For him “No mortal is omniscient
and infallible, and there can be no policies and programmes which are perfect
and immutably correct. Practical wisdom is often the result of a heated and

direct clash of many different viewpoints.”

Prof. Murty says that the development of any kind of knowledge
associated with human understanding depends upon social conditions and
physical environment.® Philosophy consists of reflection on man’s

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, DAV PG College, BHU, Varanasi.
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experience in relation to himself. But a reflection on one’s experience is based
on what type of philosophy one is subscribing to. By ‘type of philosophy’ we
mean whether one is rooted in one’s tradition or rooted in borrowed of the
west.

K. Satchidanand Murty in his book , philosophy in India, argues that
there were three conceptions of prevailed in India at different periods. (i)
Philosophy as the rational, critical and illuminating review of the content of
theology, economics and political science and also as the right instrument and
foundation of all action and duty, which helps one to achieve intellectual
balance. (i) Philosophy as a system of ideas comprising epistemology,
metaphysics and ethics, and (iii) Philosophy as the intuitive network of views
regarding man, his nature and destiny, nature and the ultimate reality or God.
Philosophers in India are concerned with all the three conceptions of
philosophy though philosophers choose their conception based on their
interest.

Murty occupies a distinctive position among philosophers. “He is a
heterodox thinker as well as a critical traditionalist. Few specialists in Advaita
Vedanta have been so severely critical as he has been in Revelation and
Reason in Advaita Vedanta and few have presented such an admiring
exposition of it as he has done in his Advaitic Notion........ (his writings)
contain original ideas, critical observation and insightful comparisons.”?

In his writings , he demonstrated that philosophy does not deal with
abstract and abstruse issues alone , for him the problem of Philosophy are
nothing but the problem of life.? That is why his writing are relevant to our
time and needs.

Prof. Murty has interpreted Indian philosophy from the standpoint of
socio-political and physical conditions at various periods of Indian history.
Murty held the view that neither a thinker nor a philosophy arose out of
anything, for they being the product of their social and political institution.®
He says that while understanding Indian philosophy, one should not be led
away by sentiments and feelings but cultivate the rational mode of search for

! Sibajiban Bhattachrya and Ashok Vohra, The philosophy of K. Satchidananda
Murty,Motilal banarasidas,Delhi,1995.

2 Murty’s remarks quoted in Reason , Revelation and Peace, inside back cover.

3 Murty,K.Satchidananda, Evolution of philosophy in India,D.K.Printworld,2007,p.2.
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truth. One should view things objectively and scientifically, unclogged by
misplaced patriotism and love for the past, while understanding the ideals and
doctrines, there is a need to examine their roots in the society.*

Prof. Murty held that ideas and human thought reflect not only the
socio-economic conditions but also have the necessary potentiality to break
the established social and political institutions, causing to raise new social
factors and conditions. So ideas make history and also some of the ideas,
which do not fit into existing social structure. Murty says that “even the ideas
of God and the nature of God, described in different religions are due to the
social and physical condition of the regions, where they arose.”? For him
though ideas have their roots in social conditions their value cannot be judged
on the basis of the prevailing condition.

Murty held the view that the six schools of Indian philosophy are due
to the influence of socio-economic conditions of north India, which caused
the development of the pessimistic view of life, seeking salvation to get away
from this world.® He interpreted that the majority of the people neither
worked out for their salvation nor tried to escape from the world as desired
by the spiritual interpreters of the Indian philosophy. Therefore he asserts that
all intellectual activities including religion and ethics are associated both with
conscious and unconscious instinct of the mind.

He also said that the psychology of the person will also play a vital
role in moulding one’s philosophical thought. He writes that “the study of a
man’s character, of his habits and environment provides a clue towards
understanding and appreciating his theories and beliefs. Not only is it
necessary to study any theory in relation to the socio-economic structure in
which it arises, but it is also necessary to pay attention to the character and
personality of the man who puts it fort.” * The formation of Indian thought,
according to Murty, has its roots in the fusion of races in ancient India.

Murty says that the writers of the histories of Indian philosophy have
simply narrated each system without evaluating and examining the facts with

! Boaz, P, Philosophical Perspectives of K. Satchidananda Murty, D.K. Printworld, 2013, p.
43.

2 Murty, K.Satchidananda, Evolution of philosophy in India, D.K. Printworld, 2007, p.3.

3 Ibid, p.6.

4 1bid, p.13
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figures.! The other defect in the histories of philosophy is that they confuse
religion with philosophy, though these two are not identical. Therefore Murty
says that “while writing history of philosophy the distinction between
philosophy and theology should be maintained; and the difference between
systematic thought and belief should be kept in mind.” 2 Ultimately Murty
want to says that though a clear distinction between philosophy and theology,
reason and faith did not find in the systems of Indian philosophy, there is
need and possibility to extract philosophy from mythology and historical
writings of India.

Prof. Murty stated interpreting Indian philosophy in the context of
social, political and economic background, in his Hinduism and its
Development at the age of twenty-three. In his interpretation, “one could find
geographical and physical conditions as causes for the origin of Hinduism,
apart from the racial differences. According to him, probably the influence of
Islam in Kerala, might have caused Sankara to defend the religion of Hindus
through the interpretation of Vedanta.”® Murty also says that “the influence
of Islam on the thought of Kabir and Nanak, and the socio-political and
educational reform of the British in India for the rise of new outlook in
Hinduism.”*

He said that he wanted to present Indian Philosophy objectively and
scientifically. According to him “all the heterodox schools are the results of
speculative outlook of sixth century B.C at which time the authority of the
priests and the validity of magical cults, the worship of God and Goddesses
have been questioned.”® Buddha says that the true Brahmana is one who is
virtuous and learned, but not he who is born in the Brahmana caste.
According to Murty social, political and economic institutions shape the
views and theories, though man is free and creative being and yet being
influenced by socio-political and geographical conditions. He says that
“every ideology- political, philosophical or religious- arises in answer to a

! lbid, p.41-42

2 |bid, p.44

3 Murty, K.Satchidanada, Hinduism and its Development, D.K.Printworld, delhi, 2007, P.
117

4 1bid, p.132
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particular problem of a particular age and part of the country.”*

Murty says that philosophy can be understood better, if the political,
social and economic circumstances are studied. Till the situations are similar
but individual perceives things differently; no two individual, who have come
from the same background, need to have the same point of view or the same
way of thinking. Therefore the evolution of ideas, the growth of thinking can
be better understood only when the belief, attitudes, expectations and social
stricter are better studies.

Each philosophical school have different word to present their
viewpoints, like Brahmodaya is the word that is used to describe
philosophical discussion in the Vedic literature. The Buddhist used drsti or
ditthi to denote the philosophical viewpoint. But Murty considers ‘anviksiki’
as an appropriate word to denote philosophy. According to kautilya, anviksiki
is the science of reviews (examines) with the help argument. Murty writes
that “the system of Indian thought — Samkhya, vaisesika and the Lokayata
school constitute anviksiki. In the later works anviksiki is used to denote as
the ‘science of self’(atma-vidya) and the ‘science of reasoning’(Nyaya).”?

Murty emphasizes that it would be a mistake to consider only
metaphysics, epistemology and logic as the whole of philosophy. He also
remarks that, apart from this kind of perception, the contribution of the
philosophers on human welfare and progress have also been considered as
philosophy.

The inconsistency in the philosophical understanding of
contemporary thinkers has been analyzed by Murty. He comments that some
critics consider Vivekananda , Ramana Maharshi and Gandhi as philosopher
and neglect the philosophy of Narayan Guru, Chandrasekhar Bharati and
Ambedkar. Murty also emphasize on the relevance of the philosophy in
everyday life, giving the following conclusion:

1. “Therich and varied Philosophical heritage of India should be taught with
social relevance.

2. What is not relevant in the traditional Indian Philosophy should be
discarded; and what is universal and best for now is to be taught.

3. With critical outlook, various ideologies and systems of western and

1 1bid, p. 149
2 Murty, K.Satchidananda, philosophy in India, Motilal banarsidas, new delhi, 1991,p. 5
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Indian should be taught to arrive and develop an adequate value system.
4. Various Philosophical problems as perceived and answered by each
philosopher should be taught.””!

India has a long, rich, continuous and most varied philosophical
heritage, in which the systems of Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, Lokayata
and Islamism have penetrated. However there is a need to write the history
of Indian Philosophy from the standpoint of the thinkers than the system in
the historical perspective. Murty stands for the plurality of philosophical
thinking. He says that either in the past or in the present times there was no
single philosophy of independent Indian identity. “For him even the same
socio-political conditions do not yield or result in the same philosophical
thinking. No doubt, in a particular period certain issues and problems arise
but the solution may not be uniform. A civilization may have a kind of ideas
evolved into homogeneous unique philosophy, but no nation can claim that a
particular kind of ideas and doctrines are of its own. Hence Murty departs
from the idea and proposal of having a single philosophy of independent
Indian Identity.”?

In accordance with the view of S. Radhakrishnan who urged that we
must recognize the solidarity of philosophy with History, intellectual life and
the social conditions. Murty says that philosophy should be learned from the
historical perspective. For him histories of philosophy are more inclusive or
comprehensive than the problem-oriented writing and learning. In conclusion
Murty says that history of philosophy can bring home to a beginner in this
subject the variety of problems and solutions, the way schools and systems
developed and interacted with other subject. When the classics are studied
with this background they will become more meaningful and alive.

O

L |bid, p. 165
2 bid, p. 173
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Influence of Equal Employment Opportunity on
Employee’s Performance: An Inquisitive Review

Dr. Satyarth Bandhal*
Abstract:

This article’s aim is to judge the subject of equal employment chances in the
hiring and selection procedures for HR. This study is done since both HR managers
and applicants are involved in these processes, this research is conducted separately
among them. Thus, it will be determined if both sides share the same opinion with
respect to the existence of this concept in the above mentioned processes. Equitable
employment opportunities are essential for any company and are a major factor in
luring talented workers. Equal opportunity for all workers is one of the vital pillars
for attaining social justice in the workplace. Because of this, equal opportunity is
more than just a claim to be made; In this regard, one of the basic objectives of this
work is to examine and analyze the empirical literature on the impact of employee
equality on performance based on earlier research done by the authors.

Keywords: equal employment opportunities, recruitment and selection, HR
managers, equal payment, performance.

Introduction

Equality of all citizens when it comes to exercising their rights,
regardless of gender, race, color, national and social origin, political and
religious belief, property and social status, is a fundamental value that is
guaranteed by the Constitution of each country. Besides the Constitution,
equality is provided and regulated by other laws and international agreements
which represent an integral part of the legal order of a state. However, Based
on the changes that have occurred in the world in the past and present, which
have resulted in an increase in competition among organizations of all shapes,
sizes, and orientations. These organizations were forced to work to find the
appropriate mechanisms to improve employee performance by focusing on
the human element as the cornerstone for transforming assets from recession
to vitality and competition, Equal opportunities within the mechanisms used
to improve employee performance to achieve the organization's strategic
objectives. In this regard, firms in developing nations must aim to foster an
atmosphere that offers opportunity for all employees in the workplace and

* Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, DAV P.G. COLLEGE, Varanasi,
Email: bandhalsatyarth@gmail.com
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avoids or minimizes barriers and discrimination based on origin, gender, and
other factors. They must also work to improve the capabilities and skills of
their employees in order to improve the level of service provided by the
organization. A number of decades of anti-discrimination laws have shown
the value of enterprise-level effort to end direct and indirect discrimination,
encourage diversity, and provide equitable access to opportunities for all
employee groups. “Equal opportunity means the straightforward distinction
between all members of the family in different fields, the nature of work in
various fields, and equal opportunities in a society is one of the skills that
help to achieve social justice and close the gap between all segments of
society,” says the dictionary. It has contacted international organizations and
human rights groups to request that equal opportunity be included as one of
the fundamental human rights.

Review of Literature:

Performance, according to Durga (2017), is the act of carrying out a
job or achieving a goal. He continues, “Employee performance is how
successfully an employee carries out the responsibilities of his or her work in
order to produce positive outcomes.”

Once the planning of human resources has been completed, the
recruitment process should start which is defined as a process of creating a
group of qualified candidates for the vacancies within the organizations. In
both professional and non-professional areas, recruitment will include an
attempt to locate a diverse applicant pool with the necessary qualifications
and potential, and communicate to them the available employment
opportunities (Raghavi & Gopinathan 2013).

“Employment equity is important and highly demanded in workplace
for fair treatment of the employees by employers. Therefore, creating equality
among employees is an ongoing process used by employers or managers to
identify and remove all forms of barriers and injustices such as a procedures
of an employment policies of an organization, employees’ promotions as well
as equal wage policies. According to their qualified and experience. (Grobler,
2015).

Ahmed's (2016) study on the impact of gender diversity on the
research quality of higher education institutions in the United Kingdom™
contends that, despite prior research showing significantly lower publishing
productivity among female researchers, gender diversity may have a positive
effect on institutional research quality because of potential synergistic effects.
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It was discovered via the use of multiple panel regressions that gender
diversity appears to have a detrimental effect on the caliber of research when
other characteristics are not taken into account. This impact is eliminated
when pertinent control factors, such as the size, focus, and maturity of the
institution's faculty, are included. The effects of gender diversity were the
same across all scientific areas, too.

Objectives:

1. To Know the Value of Equal Opportunity Provision within a Company.
2. How HR Departments Manage Equal Employment Opportunity?
Equal Employment Opportunity: A Conceptual Background

Equal Employment Opportunity refers to the equality of access to
jobs, promotions, and other opportunities in corporations, associations and
non-profit organizations.

The concept of equal employment opportunities is based on laws and
regulations that exist within a country and which guarantee that no one is
discriminated for any reason in the process of searching a job. It is
particularly important considering the globalization and diversity of the
workforce. Moreover, this concept has been developed as a result of the long-
standing discrimination against employees in the past when women and men
who have the same or similar job were paid differently, when people of a
particular ethnicity could not go further with their career or could not reach a
particular job position or they were treated incorrect and differently. Thus,
after numerous movements and human rights protest, laws on equal
opportunities, equal pay laws and laws on workers' rights started to be
adopted. And that is exactly what the legal concept of equal employment
opportunities consists of, according to which all people shall have equal
treatment in all proceedings related to employment and labor relations.
Moreover, this idea often plays a crucial role in all workplace and
organizational operations as well as in the organization's policy. On the basis
of efficiency, it has been convincingly argued that shifting accountability for
attaining equality goals to organization’s is necessary since doing so connects
environmental factors to organizational procedures.

Relationship between equal opportunities and employee performance:

Employees are often worried about the rising consequences of
workplace injustice and its detrimental effects on job outcomes. According
to a number of studies, treating employees unfairly when it comes to hiring,
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performance reviews, selection, and remuneration has a detrimental effect.
The goal of equal training opportunities is to develop new skills and enhance
employee performance to meet company objectives. On the other hand,
employees who have received training will be familiar with their work
requirements, possess the abilities necessary to do their jobs successfully, and
be able to use new technologies. On the other hand, employees who have
received training will be familiar with their work requirements, possess the
abilities necessary to do the job properly, and be able to use new technologies.
Their level of motivation will therefore rise, which will help improve
performance, the workplace, and management behavior. The organization's
objectives will be easier to attain as a consequence of maximized
performance. Performance is the foundation of competitiveness, and training
for equality among employees in an organization is closely tied to
performance. Every company wants to compete with its rivals, and the only
way to achieve that is to raise staff performance levels, according to logic.

The Importance of the Provision of Equal Opportunities within an
Organization:

1. Promotes Diversity:

A company's workforce is made up of people from a variety of
origins, ethnicities, races, genders, and other categories. This workforce is
referred to as diversified. Equal opportunity in the workplace is closely
related to diversity.

This makes it possible for people to challenge the conventional
thought patterns that are prevalent in the business environment. It lessens
discrimination and fosters a welcoming workplace.

2. Right Developmental Opportunities:

Workers aim to grow and learn throughout their careers. They do not
wish to halt their expansion. You must comprehend their demands in your
role as a leader. Giving everyone a fair shot at work is one of the finest ways
to promote growth.

3. Good Organizational Reputation:

Consumers are always searching for businesses with great brand
reputations. You need an employee-centric work culture to establish that
reputation. It aids in building a significant market presence. A solid
reputation is developed over time. Giving people equal opportunity might
hurt your brand in the modern world.
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4. Elevated Employee Engagement:

For businesses, employee engagement is a top priority. Nevertheless,
the majority of engagement-focused approaches are outmoded and
ineffectual. Your efforts may not get as far as you'd want as a result. As a
result, it's necessary to try new things sometimes. Equality of opportunity in

the workplace is one such idea.
Results and interpretations:
1. Nationality discrimination:

Statement No of
respondents
In the job application, the candidate should state his/her 20
nationality.
After completion of the selection process, the candidates are 10
selected regardless of their nationality
The preferable nationality is listed in the job advert for many 10
vacancies.
After completion of the selection process, the candidates are 10
selected regardless of their nationality.
2. Gender and Sexual Orientation Discrimination
Statement No of
respondents
The companies determine the gender of the desired candidate in 30
advance
The homosexuals are discriminated in the selection process. 10
After completion of the selection process, the candidates are 10
selected regardless of their gender and sexual orientation.
3. Discrimination of people with disabilities
Statement No of
respondents
The company is adapted for circulation of people with 30
disabilities
People with disabilities are not discriminated in the 20
selection process
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4. Discrimination when it comes to political affiliation

Statement No of
respondents
In the recruitment process, the candidates have applied 20
regardless of their political affiliation.
After completion of the selection process, the best 10
candidates are selected regardless of their political
affiliation.
In the recruitment process, the candidates have applied 10
regardless of their political affiliation.
After completion of the selection process, the best 10
candidates are selected regardless of their political
affiliation.
4. Age Discrimination
Statement No of
respondents
| did not get an interview invention many times due to 20
the fact that my profile does not match the desired age of
the employer.
Although 1 have all needed qualifications, my job 20
application has been rejected due to the fact that a
younger person matches this vacancy
The affirmative measurements from the Government for 5
people older than 50 are used by my company
After completion of the selection process, the best 5

candidates are selected regardless of their age

Conclusion:

By examining all of the research’s findings, it can be said that HR
managers in businesses typically believe they carry out their duties
effectively and hire only the best employees. Whilst opinions vary among
those who have gone through the recruiting and selection procedures, many
feel that the notion has not been sufficiently upheld. It has been determined
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that when it comes to nationality discrimination, HR managers in companies
still struggle to choose the best applicant for the position.

Moreover, discrimination based on gender and sexual orientation
exists. The applicants are chosen based on conventional mental models even
if there are no legal barriers. Legislation on enabling the employment of
persons with disabilities exists, however the businesses still do not provide
enough fundamental working conditions for people with disabilities. The
study comes to the conclusion that this idea has not been used as well as was
anticipated. Yet, the findings show that there is still prejudice towards those
with impairments. Several candidates frequently withhold their job
applications for the competition issued by a public institution unless they are
members of the relevant political party due to prejudice. In terms of candidate
selection, neither HR managers nor applicants—both employed and
unemployed—are certain that the best candidates are chosen without regard
to political affiliation. The age of the applicants is the most recent factor for
job discrimination that has been studied.

Recommendation:
The following recommendations are drawn from the conclusions presented:

e To ensure that every person, regardless of ethnicity, has access to
equitable job opportunities.

e |f there is no specific need for it and it has no bearing on the nature of the
work, the gender of the ideal applicant should not be included in the job
advertisements.

e Itis necessary to prepare amendments to the Law on ethnic minorities in
the institutions so as to provide equal employment opportunities for all
citizens regardless of their ethnicity.

e The companies should provide accessible entrances and possibility of free
movement in their premises as well as opportunities for adjustable
communication for people with disabilities.

e The companies should ensure equal employment opportunities regardless
of the candidates’ age or to hire real professionals according to their
expertise and not according to their age.

e The companies should arrange various seminars for their HR managers
in this area in order to change the traditional mental models and to raise
the awareness about equality in the recruitment and selection process as
a path to greater success for the company.
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The Power of Education: Assessing the Role of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao on Female Education and Health
Outcomes

Dr. Shruti Agrawal*, Dr. Sonal kapoor**
Abstract

“To call woman the weaker sex is a libel; it is man's injustice to woman. If
by strength is meant brute strength, then, indeed, is woman less brute than man. If by
strength is meant moral power, then woman is immeasurably man's superior. Has
she not greater intuition, is she not more self-sacrificing, has she not greater powers
of endurance, has she not greater courage? Without her, man could not be. If
nonviolence is the law of our being, the future is with woman. Who can make a more
effective appeal to the heart than woman?"[To the Women of India (Young India,
Oct. 4, 1930)] "— Mahatma Gandhi

India is a patriarchal society where preference and power is given to men.
The society is suffering with gender inequality and skewed sex. This creates hurdles
for young girls in terms of survival and education, leading to multiple barriers and
missed economic opportunities throughout their lives. The skewed sex ratio is due
to both biased sexual preferences, as well as discrimination against girls after birth.
In such a situation, the government would have to promote gender equality and
adopt specific strategies for the healthy development of the girl child.

It is in this context, GOI started Beti Bachao- Beti Padhao campaign.
Present study is an attempt to understand the impact of Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao
(BBBP) scheme on female education and health outcomes. The research will aim to
bring a social transformation by highlighting on the problems, challenges,
constitutional and legal provisions of women.. The intervention of the scheme will
be evaluated to study the impact of the scheme on women.

Introduction

The happiness of a Nation lies in the dignity of its daughters” The
Indian social system is heterogeneous at various levels such as language,
culture, ethnicity, religion, race, etc. Our economy is equipped with such a
structure where men are given more freedom and liberty. This gradual
increase of biased society has led to skewed child-sex ratio(CSR). The
Census 2011 has shown a significant declining trend in CSR with 918 girls
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per 1000 boys in the age group of (0-6) years. It is a matter of great concern
as it reflects a gender biased society. In this context, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(BBBP) scheme was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on 22 January 2015 at Panipat Haryana to address the declining CSR
and issues related with women empowerment. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(BBBP) scheme is a tri-ministerial effort of Ministry of Women and Child
Development, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of
Human Resource Development.

The key objectives of the scheme are to: (i) prevent gender-biased
sex-selective elimination; (ii) ensure the survival and protection of the girl
child; and (iii) promote education and participation of the girl child. The
scheme was launched with an initial funding of 100 crore (US$14 million).

An educated woman can lead to improved health, nutrition and
economic status of a household that constitute a micro unit of the economy.
Lack of women education can be an impediment to the country’s economic
development. The present study has been planned with the objective to
measure the effectiveness of “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” among women
focussing on education and health. The scheme mainly targets clusters in
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Bihar, Uttrakhand and Delhi.

Literature Review

AvniArora (2022) found that the lack of frequent meetings at the district and
state levels lead the scheme loose the momentum.The district- and state-level
requiring monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to have measurable
outcomes indicative of the progress made on the objectives of the schemes.
TanishaGarg (2022) found that the funds allocated towards this program
should be diverted from the national level to the district level for effective
intervention and progress in the education aspect and in the attitudes of
people surrounding women empowerment. Shiva Parmar, Amit Sharma
(2020) found that campaign contributed towards better social empowerment
of women acknowledging the rights of girl child. Jyoti Rani, Manju Dahiya
and Beena Yadav (2019) found that in Rewari district recorded after
exposure for sub- components viz., general information, information about
female feticide and abortion, awareness about benefits given under the
scheme, provision of award. Varsha Saini & Sheela Sangwan (2018) The
result indicated that the girls and ladies both were not aware of gender
empowerment and scheme The further intervention program was
implemented and evaluated that impact of the program was assessed
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positively on girls and women. R. Sunandamma, O.Kakade (2018) covered
Vijayapura District in Karnataka State covering all the five talukas of the
district, period of Evaluation is 2015-2017. The different dimensions like sex
selected elimination, protection and survival of girl child, education and
participation, the existence of discriminatory practices and gender biases
were covered under evaluation. Rashmi R. Agnihotri, Mali Patil(2018)
analysed that this scheme is not a medicine curing a disease however it is a
supportive plan. There is need to change the attitude and mindset (especially
parents) towards the girl child. Geeta (2018) found that there is an increase
in awareness among common people to save the lives of girl child by
completely removing the female foeticide. Kalosona Paul and Shrestha
Saha (2017) stated in their article that overall sex ratio in India has enlarged
from the last census (2001) by seven points from 933 to 940, the situation is
worse for the child sex ratio. The sex ratio in the 0-6 age group went down
from 962 girls per 1000 boys in 1981, to 914 girls per 1000 boys in 2011.
Naveen Kumar (2017) attempted to analyse geographically the child sex
ratio of Haryana using census data 1971- 2011. Most districts had very low
child sex ratio and included in Programme while some districts had
comparatively better child sex ratio and were not included in programme.
Charan Kamal Walia (2017) surveyed in rural and urban area among
married women, and found loopholes in the implementation of the scheme
and uncover the problems and troubles faced by the beneficiaries while
availing the benefits. Menezes (2016) analysed to validate the campaign in
contributing towards better social empowerment on women through
education; the pre existing notions and lack of awareness amongst some
groups still question the impact of girl education. Savya Sanchi (2016) found
that the scheme depends upon a large number of stakeholders including civil
society. Empowering Girl Child needs to be incorporated as one of the
important agenda in political dialogue and policy discussion. Leena (2016)
expressed views on health, education, safety, security and financial security.
The government also showed concern for emerging issue emerging issues
such as the internet to be a safer place for women, the redistribution of gender
roles in unpaid care services. Peacock and Levack (2008) and Campbell
(2006) observed that there is a gain in knowledge after exposure to
intervention programme on gender empowerment and beti bachao beti
padhao among ladies.
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Objectives of the Proposed Study

The proposed study aims to investigate
1. The impact of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme on female education.
2. To know the impact of the BBBP on health of women.

3. To examine whether the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao programme has helped
girls and women in terms of education.

4. To know the improvement in living standard of women

Research Design: The basic single subject design will be used for Beti
Bacaho Beti Padhao scheme. Single subject aims at systematic evaluation of
practice through the use of scientific research techniques. Pre intervention
and post intervention data will be collected through standard scale.

The proposed study aims to assess the impact of Beti Bachao Beti
Padho scheme on women. While doing the research and analysing the
outcomes of the project, efforts will be made for some innovative ideas to
enhance the research in a positive way thereby making women empowered.
To evaluate the impact of scheme on women, following factors may be
considered for study purpose such as:

i) Increase in education level: The proposed study will make assessment
on the percentage of women who have gained education after the
implementation of the scheme.

i) Employment generation: Analysing the impact of the scheme in terms
of employment generation, whether the women are enriched with
employment opportunities.

iii) Impact on health: Investigating the impact of scheme on health and to
assess what measures were taken into consideration as health plays a
very important role.

v) Perception of stakeholders: The viewpoints from Young and newly
married couples, youth, private hospitals, doctors, diagnostic centres,
media, etc. will provoke deeper insights of the strength and weakness of
the scheme.

The basic objective of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme is to prevent
gender disparity and to enhance the role of women in the society. The
proposed study will be very much relevant for the government as the
outcomes of the study help in policy framework. Some of the policy
initiatives which can be undertaken to improve the scheme may include
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Effective utilization of funds. According to economist Mitali Nikore, "Only
a small proportion of the funds, about 5 percent each, is allocated for
education and health interventions”. Bilal Ahmad Bhat, GhulamUd Din
Qurashi (2019) examined information regarding problems, challenges, and
constitutional and legal provisions of girls and point out here that there cannot
be educated men without educated girls. Other important outcomes that may
help in policy framework for women includes effective monitoring
mechanisms, digital education measures, increasing scholarships for them,
strengthening pathways for women entrepreneur, etc.

Gender equality is possible only when men and women are entrusted with
equal rights, responsibilities, and opportunities. When a woman is
empowered, the whole family is benefitted.

Globally, about half the number of women is still behind men in many
places. Over the past few years, a large proportion of women have been
subjected to discrimination and exploitation. Therefore the remedial
measures in the form of the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao program were an hour-
long necessity to prevent gender inequality in the nation. The flagship
programme of the Indian government will be boon for the society as a whole.
The awareness of the scheme will help the society in reducing child sex ratio,
achieving girl child access to education, awareness about Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana and opening of accounts under the scheme , empowering women,
reducing early child marriage, reducing dropouts of girls in secondary
schools, reduction in female feoticide, focusing on health, etc.

Popular Schemes Under Save Girl Educate Girl Child

To achieve the overarching objectives of the scheme, various sub-
schemes have been rolled out under the BBBP scheme. Some of the major
schemes are given below-

e Sukanya Samridhi Yojana

e Ladli scheme

e Kanyashree Prakalpa Yojana

e Balika Samridhi Yojana

e Ladli Laxmi Yojana

e Dhanalakshmi Scheme

The benefits of this scheme are summarized as below :

e Improvement of the Nutrition status of girls by reducing number of
underweight and anaemic girls under 5 years of age

e Ensuring girls’ attendance and equal care monitored, using joint ICDS
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NRHM Mother Child Protection Cards.
e Increasing the girl’s enrolment in secondary education
e This scheme provides girl’s toilet in every school.

e |t aims to promote a protective environment for Girl Children through
implementation of Protection of Children from Sexual Offences

e Train Elected Representatives/ Grassroots functionaries as Community
Champions to mobilize communities to improve CSR & promote Girl’s
education.

e Reduction of Gender differentials and child mortality
e Toimprove the Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB)

e Evolving a sustained Social Mobilization and Communication Campaign
to change societal norms, to create equal value for the girl child.

e Mobilizing and empowering frontline worker teams as catalysts for social
change, in partnership with local community/women’s/youth groups

e Developing capacity of Panchayati Raj Institutions/Urban local
bodiesespecially women panchayat /urban local body members, to create
community and peer support for making panchayats / urban wards girl
child friendly.

e You would be able to open an account for your girl child which will
reduce your financial burden and the girl will get the money for her small
needs.

e The government provides the highest interest rate under the BBBP
scheme for all small savers. With it, you can save more money for your
daughter in the future.

e Thisaccount is exempted under the Act 1961 u /s 80C. The girl’s account
will be tax- free. This means that no money shall be deducted from the
account in the form of tax.

Conclusion

Imagine a world that has to go without women. It is impossible to
visualize such a world. It’s quite ironic that we as a society have not yet been
able to appreciate this truism and continue to disrespect women, discriminate
against them and treat them as second class citizens who enjoy little say in
their own wellbeing. Government, policy makers, intellectuals, social
activists still have to emphasize on the importance of policies focused on
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women’s empowerment, emancipation and sustainability with very little
impact. The problem perhaps lies in the basic flaw in our understanding of
women hood and its centrality to the sustenance of our society as a whole.

The women of India are relatively disempowered and they enjoy
somewhat lower status than that of men. In spite of so many efforts
undertaken by government and NGOs the picture at present is not
satisfactory. Mere access to education and employment can only help in the
process of empowerment. These are the tools or the enabling factors through
which the process gets speeded up. However,achievement towards this goal
depends more on attitude. Unless the attitude towardsthe acceptance of
unequal gender role by the society and even the women themselves changed
women can not grab the opportunity provided to them through constitutional
provision, law etc. Till then we can not say that women are empowered in
India in its real sense.It’s high time India becomes serious about this long
standing problem
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Digital Entrepreneurship & Digital Business

Mitin Ahuja*
Abstract-

Digital Business or internet sales have shown a remarkable increment over
the years. It is estimated that by the year 2026, out of total retail sales worldwide,
approximately 24% of retail sales will be done over online platforms. With its
growth rate of approximately 2% online sales and digital business are surely going
to play a very crucial role in the development of any economy across the world.

This research explores the opportunities and challenges presented by digital
entrepreneurship and e-commerce for India’s international trade. India, is a large
country in South Asia, has traditionally relied on traditional trade methods.
However, with the advent of digital technologies and the growth of digital business,
new avenues for international trade have emerged.

This Research examines the potential benefits of digital entrepreneurship
and digital business for India, while also addressing the challenges that need to be
overcome for successful integration into the global digital economy.

Keywords- Digital Entrepreneurship, E-Commerce Wave, Traditional Trade
Methods.

In recent years, e-commerce has witnessed a remarkable surge in
technological adoption, leading to a rapid growth in the industry. The
innovation-driven approach has opened new avenues for e-business
companies to offer premium services, while the strategic deployment of
technology has improved customer satisfaction and product offerings. This
increased competition has led to a heightened sense of customer awareness
and expectations, placing pressure on e-commerce companies to continually
innovate and deliver value to their customers.

All kind of businesses conducted by means of computer networks are
covered under E-commerce. The advancement in information and technology
reshaped the structure of e-commerce around the globe. The information
technology has revolutionized various aspects of our life. Competition and
the constant changes in technology and lifestyles have changed the face of e-
business. With the opening of the Indian economy and current thrust of the
Indian government towards privatization competition is going to be tough.

* Asst. Prof. Department of Commerce, DAV P.G. College, Varanasi (Affiliated from
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi).
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Advancement in telecommunications and computer technologies in recent
years has made computer networks an integral part of life. Today the number
of companies which are facilitating transactions over web is increasing day
by day. Online commerce provide multiple benefits to the consumers in form
of availability of goods at their door step, lower cost, wider choice and also
save time. People can buy goods with a click of mouse button without moving
out of their house or office.

3. Meaning and Concept of E-Commerce

Technology is changing the landscape of entrepreneurship. Electronic
Commerce has become the buzzword of present-day business. E Commerce
is the process of doing business electronically or over internet to improve
operating efficiencies which in turn will strengthen the value to be provided
to the customers and thereby giving competitive advantage over competitors.
It includes business-to-business, business to consumer and consumer to
consumer transactions that involve the buying and selling of goods and
services. If Entrepreneurship is innovation, e-commerce adds fuel to the fire.

E-Commerce is a modern technique that addresses the need of
entrepreneurs. It cuts costs while increasing the speed of service delivery.
While the ecommerce offers entrepreneurs an opportunity to establish a new
business, entrepreneurs with an established business should also make efforts
to increase their online presence .Online presence has the ability to positively
impact marketing and sales effort. The entrepreneurs should embrace these
channels to discover how the Internet can transform and grow their
businesses. For example a local grocery vendor who may be predominately
servicing its surrounding community, could expand its customer base across
the city by establishing its own website.

4. Approaches of E-Commerce

Business-to-Business  (B2B) E-Commerce: E-commerce between
companies is defined as B2B e-commerce. B2B approach of e-commerce
deals with relationships between and among businesses. It takes into account
e-procurement, supply chain management, and also negotiating purchase
transactions over the internet for the companies. The two main components
of B2B e-commerce are e-frastructure and e-markets. E-frastructure
component of B2B primarily consists of the logistic-transportation,
warehousing and distribution, application service providers. E-markets are
web sites where buyers and sellers interact with each other and
conduct transactions. The examples of B2B examples are IBM, Hewlett
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Packard (HP), Cisco and Dell. The B2B e commerce lowers transaction costs
of conducting business and also helps to make savings in terms of time and
effort.

Business-to-Consumer (B2C) E-Commerce: Business-to-consumer e-
commerce is the second largest earliest form of e-commerce. It involves
businesses introducing products and services to consumers via internet
technologies. B2C e-commerce, involves customers gathering information;
purchasing physical goods, information goods over an electronic network.
Online retailing companies such as Flipkart.com, Snapdeal.com, and
Firstcry.com are the examples of Business to Consumer E-Commerce. One
of the important benefits of B2C e-commerce is that the entrepreneurs can
increase its consumer base with minimum transactions costs. B2C e-
commerce allows consumers to find the most competitive price for a product
or service.

Consumer-to-Consumer (C2C) E-Commerce: Consumer-to-Consumer
(C2C) approach of e-commerce is concerned with the use of e-commerce by
individuals to trade and exchange information with other individuals. C2C of
e-commerce is characterized by the growth of electronic market places and
online auctions, particularly in vertical industries where firms/businesses can
bid for what they want from among multiple suppliers.

Business-to-Government (B2G) E-Commerce: The online commerce
between companies and the public sector is defined as Business-to-
government (B2G) e-commerce. Business-to-Government e-commerce is
concerned with the need for business to sell goods or services to governments
or government agencies. Such activities include supplying products and
services to the army, police force, hospitals and schools.

Mobile Commerce: M-commerce (mobile commerce) is the buying and
selling of goods and services through wireless technology such as mobiles.
M-commerce is a faster, more secure, method of choice for digital commerce
transactions. M-commerce includes financial services, including mobile
banking, brokerage services, Telecommunications, bill payment etc.

5. Advantages of E-Commerce: The following are the advantages of e-
commerce:

1. E- Commerce has dissolved all the limitations of geography. With an
ecommerce website, the whole world is entrepreneur’s playground.

2. The E-entrepreneur can enhance its customer base by reaching new
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customers through various search engines.

3. One of the most specific advantages of ecommerce is the lowered cost.
E-commerce entrepreneur need not maintain huge inventories or
expensive retail showrooms. Their marketing and sales team is quite less
that of physical retail businesses. The part of the benefit of this lowered
cost can be passed on to the customers in the form of discounts.

4. Customer has now easy access to shopping 24/7/365. Ecommerce
websites can run all the time. It increases the number of orders a merchant
receive. From the customer’s point of view, an “always open” store is
more convenient.

5. Consumers have a much wider choice available on the cyber market. On
an ecommerce website, customers can click through intuitive navigation
or use a search box to immediately narrow down their product search.
Some websites remember customer preferences and shopping lists to
facilitate repeat purchase.

6. Ecommerce facilitates comparison shopping. There are several online
services that allow customers
to browse multiple ecommerce merchants and find the best prices.
Because of wide scale information dissemination consumer can
compare products, features, prices and even look up reviews before they
select what they want.

7. Consumer enjoys wider access to assistance and to advice from experts
and peers. There are limitations to the amount of information that can be
displayed in a physical store. Ecommerce websites make additional
information easily available to customers.

8. Consumer also avails of fast services and delivery of products and
services. They have the convenience of having their orders delivered right
to their doorsteps.

9. E-commerce by minimising costs enables companies’ especially small
ones to make information on its product and services available to all
potential customers spread worldwide.

6. Disadvantages of E-Commerce: Though e-commerce is widely accepted
all around the world but still it has certain disadvantages which are discussed
as under:

1. Return on investment is difficult to calculate.
2. Many firms have had trouble recruiting and retaining employees with the
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technological design and business process skills needed to create an
effective e commerce presence.

Difficulty of integrating existing databases and transaction processing
software designed for traditional commerce into the software that enables
e commerce.

Many businesses face cultural and legal obstacles in conducting e
commerce.

7. Difference between Traditional Commerce and E-Commerce: Due to
the advancement in information technology, many traditional small
businesses are considering e-Commerce as an attractive and profitable sales
channel. However, e-Commerce and traditional commerce are different from
each other due to many reasons. Some of the reasons of difference are
enumerated as below:

Direct Interaction with Customer: Traditional commerce is often based
around face to face interaction. The customer has a chance to ask
questions to the seller and the sales staff can work with them to ensure a
satisfactory transaction. Often it gives seller an opportunity for upselling
or encourages the customer to buy a more expensive item or related items,
and increase his business profits. On the other hand, in e-Commerce seller
and buyer are not in direct relation. Therefore, it doesn’t offer this benefit
unless features such as related items or live chats are implemented.

Lower Costs: In e-Commerce seller is not required to set up his physical
store in good location for increasing his sales. Therefore he can avoid
certain standing charges such as commercial space rent, electricity
charges etc. Opening an online store can be done at a fraction of the price.
This can boost small business owners to start their ventures who do not
have the start up capital to rent prime retail space and staff to be able to
sell their goods.

Reach: With an online shopping you can do business from any part of
the world, unlike traditional commerce where you are restricted to people
who actually come to your shop. This also opens the door to many other
forms of marketing that can be done entirely online, which often results
in a much larger volume of sales and even foot traffic to the store. An
online store has no capability limits, and you can have as many clients as
your stock can serve.

Goods Return: In a traditional commerce the customer purchases the
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product in person from the business place, which has some benefits for
both of them. The customer will be able to touch and check the items, to
make sure they are suitable to him, which reduces the number of returned
items or complaints due to an item not being as advertised on
a catalogue or promotional leaflet. But if you start business online in the
expectations of higher rate of return, many customers will just order and
try the items at home, and won’t hesitate to return them as they can do it
by post without having direct interaction with seller.

e Credit Card Fraud: e-Commerce suffers from a major kind of electronic
crime i.e. ‘credit card fraud’. Credit card fraud is also termed as ‘Identity
Theft’ in which a person may use the identity of other person for
exercising fraud of deception. Therefore, the problem of credit card fraud
is serious and occurring by stealing the cards and the accompanying
information at the time of transaction delivery. While traditional
commerce is totally secure, it’s easy for seller to verify the identity
of buyer by asking for photographic ID. However, banking sector is
introducing new innovations against counterfeiting and fraud, which are
highly sophisticated to beating these systems.

Selling online means learning new ways of dealing with customers,
marketing your products and fulfilling your orders, but the benefits are great.
You can keep your costs lower, reach a wider audience and do business 24/7,
having time to focus on improving your products and services and your
customer experience instead of being on the store floor waiting for clients.
Some products sell better online than others: selling jewelry for cash online
is much easier than trying to sell houses or cars. However, having an online
store can increase the customers on traditional commerce as well, as people
are now able to find you online and see what products you are offering.

8. Success Stories of Entrepreneurs using E-Commerce:

Snapdeal set a niche for itself in the sphere of e-commerce in India.
In 2010, when Kunal Bahl and Rohit Bansal wanted to start their own
business, they chose an offline couponing business and named it Money
Saver. 15000 coupons were sold in three months and it was time to take the
business to the next level. It was after they met investor Vani Kola that the
venture really took off. The first meeting did not go well but after another
round of discussion, Vani Kola’s venture capital firm decided to invest in
Snapdeal. Initially started as an offline business, Snapdeal went online in
2010. It was a bumpy ride in the first few months. Mistakes were made, but
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lessons were learnt. It is this kind of hard work and diligent attempt to offer
the best to the customers that gave Snapdeal its initial success.

However, the biggest decision of the founders came in November
2011. Inspired by the success of Alibaba, Rohit and Kunal wanted to create
something on similar lines. The deals business was shut down and an online
marketplace was opened instead.

It was a make or break decision. Snapdeal had a huge market share in
the deals business at that time and starting something new was very risky and
the move surprised the investors too. At that point of time, eBay was the only
marketplace in India.

It was a decision that was not for the short term. When Rohit Bahl
managed to gain the nod of board, the present form of Snapdeal took shape.
The very fact that Snapdeal is valued at a billion dollars today is a testimony
to the vision of its founders. Currently, more than 50,000 sellers sell around
5 million products on Snapdeal. The company’s phenomenal growth in a
short span has been a remarkable journey. The company began to concentrate
on building scale and improving speed. When eBay invested in Snapdeal,
they brought immense experience to the table.

Snapdeal is one of the fastest growing e-commerce companies in
India today with the largest online market place. In just two years, the
company went from scrapping their group coupon business and starting an
online marketplace to become a billion dollar company. Its year on year
growth is almost 600%.The average age of the workforce at Snapdeal is 25.
Their values — Innovation, Change, Openness, Honesty and Ownership drive
them to press for greater success.

The company’s growth had been phenomenal but it is their continued
effort to bring the best to the market and their zeal to succeed as the best B2C
(Business to customer) marketplace is what sets them apart. Great ideas might
be important for a business, but it is the confident implementation of those
ideas and the right effort which are more important. It is action and not mere
thought that gives results.

A quick look into any success story shows a path breaking idea at the
heart of the tale. Flipkart is no exception. It is not the idea itself but the
conviction to convert ideas into action and action into results is what defines
a true success story. Measured by that yardstick, Flipkart has been a hugely
successful. Back in 2007, when Flipkart was launched, Indian e-commerce
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industry was taking its beginner steps. Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal, who
were working for Amazon had an idea to start an e-commerce company in
India.

One can easily call that a risky move. In a country where people have
various tastes and preferences, an ecommerce start-up will always have
enormous challenges. In India, people often prefer to shop in person and buy
goods they see and like. Today, thanks to Flipkart, e-commerce has become
one of the fastest growing sectors in India.

Flipkart began selling books to begin with. It soon expanded and
began offering a wide variety of goods. Innovating right from the start,
Flipkart has been home to few of the striking features of Indian e-commerce.
Flipkart was the first to implement the popular ‘Cash On Delivery’ facility,
which every online shopping website in India offers as an option today.

In the first few years of its existence, Flipkart raised funds through
venture capital funding. As the company grew in stature, more funding
arrived. Flipkart repaid the investors’ faith with terrific performances year
after year. In the financial year 2008-09, Flipkart had made sales to the tune
of 40 million Indian rupees. This soon increased to 200 million Indian rupees
the following year. Flipkart targets to hit the one billion mark by 2015. Going
by their ever increasing popularity, it does not seem like a farfetched thought.

Back at the time when Flipkart was launched, any e-commerce
company faced two major difficulties. One was the problem of online
payment gateways. Not many people preferred online payment and the
gateways were not easy to set up. Flipkart tackled this problem by introducing
cash on delivery and payment by card on delivery in addition to others.

The second problem was the entire supply chain system. Delivering
goods on time is one of the most important factor that determines the success
of an ecommerce company. Flipkart addressed this issue by launching their
own supply chain management system to deliver orders in a timely fashion.

Flipkart’s journey from a small book e-retailer to India’s largest e-
commerce platform inspires a generation of start-ups.
Source: http://successstory.com/companies/flipkart
9. Summary: E-Commerce is a modern technique that addresses the need
of entrepreneurs. It cuts costs while increasing the speed of service
delivery. While the ecommerce offers entrepreneurs an opportunity to
establish a new business, entrepreneurs with an established business
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should also make efforts to increase their online presence .Online
presence has the ability to positively impact marketing and sales effort.
The entrepreneurs should embrace these channels to discover how the
Internet can transform and grow their businesses. For example a local
grocery vendor who may be predominately servicing its surrounding
community, could expand its customer base across the city by
establishing its own website. All kind of businesses conducted by means
of computer networks are covered under E-commerce. The advancement
in information and technology reshaped the structure of e-commerce
around the globe. The information technology has revolutionized various
aspects of our life. Competition and the constant changes in technology
and lifestyles have changed the face of e-Commerce.
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The role of Artificial Intelligence in Investment
Management: Emerging Trends and Future
Prospects

Dr. Priyanka Wahal*
Abstract

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has emerged as a transformative force in
investment management, significantly altering how investment strategies are
developed and executed. This paper explores the current applications of Al in
investment management, highlighting its impact on algorithmic trading, portfolio
management, risk assessment, and sentiment analysis. By examining recent
advancements in Al technologies such as machine learning, natural language
processing, and robotic process automation, the study provides insights into how
these innovations enhance decision-making, operational efficiency, and risk
management. Additionally, the paper addresses potential future developments in Al,
including advancements in quantum computing and the integration with blockchain
technology, while also discussing the associated challenges, such as data privacy,
algorithmic bias, and regulatory concerns. The findings offer valuable implications
for investors, financial institutions, and policymakers, emphasizing the need for
continued investment in Al capabilities and addressing ethical and regulatory
considerations.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Investment Management, Machine Learning,
Algorithmic Trading, Risk Assessment, Sentiment Analysis

1. Introduction
1.1 Background

Investment management plays a crucial role in the financial markets
by optimizing investment portfolios, managing risk, and achieving financial
goals for clients. Traditionally, investment decisions have been driven by
human expertise, market analysis, and historical data. However, the advent of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) has introduced a paradigm shift in how
investment management operates.

Artificial Intelligence, encompassing technologies such as machine
learning, natural language processing, and robotics, is revolutionizing
various sectors, including finance. Al's ability to analyze vast amounts of

* Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, DAV P. G. College, Varanasi, (U.P.),
Email- priyanka3027@gmail.com
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data, recognize patterns, and make predictive decisions is transforming
investment strategies and decision-making processes. By leveraging Al,
investment managers can enhance their analytical capabilities, improve
predictive accuracy, and optimize portfolio performance.
1.2 Objectives
The primary objectives of this paper are to
1. Analyze Current Trends: Examine how Al is currently utilized in
investment management, including specific applications and technologies.
2. ldentify Emerging Technologies: Explore new advancements in Al that
are shaping the future of investment management.
3. Discuss Future Directions: Predict future developments in Al within the
investment sector and assess their potential impact.
4. Address Challenges: Identify and discuss the challenges and risks
associated with the integration of Al in investment management.
1.3 Research Questions
To guide the investigation, this paper seeks to answer the following
research questions:
1. How is Al currently used in investment management?
2. What are the emerging trends and technologies in Al for investment
management?
What are the potential future developments and challenges in Al for
investment management?
1.1 Significance of the Study
Understanding the role of Al in investment management is essential
for financial professionals, investors, and policymakers. By examining
current trends and future directions, this study aims to provide valuable
insights into how Al can enhance investment practices and address potential
challenges. The findings will offer a comprehensive overview of Al's impact
on investment management, helping stakeholders make informed decisions
and adapt to technological advancements.
2. Current Applications of Al in Investment Management
Acrtificial Intelligence (Al) has significantly transformed investment
management, offering a range of applications that enhance decision-making,
optimize performance, and manage risk. This section explores the key areas
where Al is currently applied in investment management.
2.1 Algorithmic Trading and High-Frequency Trading Algorithmic Trading
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Algorithmic trading involves using Al algorithms to execute trades based on
pre-defined criteria and strategies. These algorithms analyze market data,
execute trades at high speeds, and can adjust strategies in real-time. Key
benefits include:

% Speed and Efficiency: Al-driven algorithms can process vast amounts
of data and execute trades in milliseconds, which is crucial for capitalizing
on market opportunities.

% Minimized Human Error: Algorithms operate based on programmed
rules, reducing the risk of human error and emotional bias.

% Back testing and Optimization: Al algorithms can be back tested using
historical data to optimize trading strategies before implementation.

High-Frequency Trading (HFT)

HFT involves executing a large number of orders at extremely high
speeds. Al enhances HFT by:

- Market Making: Al algorithms provide liquidity by continuously quoting

buy and sell prices.

- Arbitrage: ldentifying and exploiting price discrepancies across different

markets or financial instruments.

1.4 Portfolio Management and Asset Allocation Robo-Advisors

Robo-advisors are Al-driven platforms that provide automated,
algorithm-based portfolio management. They offer several advantages:

% Personalization: Al algorithms tailor investment portfolios based on
individual risk tolerance, investment goals, and financial situation.

% Cost Efficiency: Lower management fees compared to traditional
financial advisors.

% Continuous Monitoring: Robo-advisors continuously monitor and
rebalance portfolios to align with changing market conditions and client
preferences.

Al-Driven Asset Allocation

Al enhances asset allocation by

¢ Predictive Analytics: Al models forecast asset returns and market
trends, enabling more informed allocation decisions.

% Risk Management: Al assesses the risk profile of different asset classes
and suggests adjustments to minimize risk and maximize returns.

1.5 Risk Assessment and Fraud Detection Risk Assessment
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Al improves risk assessment through
% Predictive Modeling: Al algorithms predict potential risks and market
downturns by analyzing historical data, market trends, and economic
indicators.
% Real-Time Risk Monitoring: Continuous analysis of market conditions
and portfolio performance to identify and mitigate risks promptly.
Fraud Detection
Al enhances fraud detection by
% Anomaly Detection: Identifying unusual patterns or behaviors that
may indicate fraudulent activities.
% Machine Learning: Training algorithms to recognize and respond to
evolving fraud tactics based on historical data and new patterns.
1.6 Sentiment Analysis and Market Prediction Sentiment Analysis
Al employs Natural Language Processing (NLP) to analyze financial
news, social media, and other textual data to gauge market sentiment.
Applications include
% Market Sentiment Indicators: Al assesses sentiment to predict market
movements and investment opportunities.
Event Impact Analysis: Evaluating how news and events affect stock prices
and market behavior.
Market Prediction
Al models predict market trends and price movements by
% Data Integration: Combining diverse data sources, including historical
prices, trading volumes, and macroeconomic indicators.
% Pattern Recognition: Identifying patterns and correlations that may
indicate future market behavior.
1.7 Case Studies
Case Study 1: BlackRock’s Aladdin
BlackRock’s Aladdin platform integrates Al for risk management,
portfolio management, and trading. It uses machine learning to provide
insights into portfolio risks and optimize asset allocation.
Case Study 2: JPMorgan’s LOXM
JPMorgan’s LOXM uses Al for high-frequency trading and
execution. It leverages Al algorithms to optimize trading strategies and
enhance liquidity.
Certainly! Here’s a detailed draft for the Potential Future
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Developments and Challenges in

1. Potential Future Developments and Challenges in Al for Investment
Management

As Al continues to evolve, its integration into investment
management is expected to advance significantly, offering new opportunities
and facing emerging challenges. This section explores the potential future
developments and the challenges that could impact AI’s role in investment
management.

4.1 Advancements in Al Technologies

1. Enhanced Machine Learning Algorithms

Future developments in machine learning algorithms will likely focus on

improving predictive accuracy and efficiency. Advancements may include

% Deep Learning: Enhanced deep learning techniques for more
accurate market predictions and better understanding of complex
financial patterns.

% Reinforcement Learning: Algorithms that learn and adapt strategies
based on continuous feedback and performance.

2. Advanced Natural Language Processing (NLP)

NLP will become more sophisticated, enabling better interpretation of
financial news, reports, and social media. Future advancements might
include:

% Contextual Understanding: Improved ability to understand context and
sentiment in textual data, leading to more accurate market sentiment
analysis.

% Multilingual Capabilities: Enhanced NLP models that can analyze
financial information in multiple languages.

3. Integration with Blockchain Technology

Al and blockchain technology could converge to offer new
solutions in investment management:

% Smart Contracts: Al-powered smart contracts could automate and
optimize trading agreements and compliance processes.

s Data Security: Blockchain could enhance data security and
transparency in Al- driven investment processes.

4. Quantum Computing

Quantum computing holds the potential to revolutionize Al in
investment management by:
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%+ Complex Problem Solving: Solving complex optimization problems and
performing high-speed data analysis that is currently beyond classical
computing capabilities.

% Enhanced Simulations: Running advanced simulations to better
predict market behaviors and investment outcomes.

3.2 Integration of Al with Other Technologies

1. Big Data Analytics

The integration of Al with big data analytics will enhance the ability
to process and analyze large volumes of diverse data:

% Real-Time Insights: Al systems will leverage big data to provide real-
time insights and actionable intelligence for investment decisions.

% Comprehensive Analysis: Combining structured and unstructured data
for a more holistic view of market trends and investment opportunities.

2. Internet of Things (loT)

Al and loT can work together to provide new data sources and
insights

% Market Trends: IoT devices can provide real-time data on economic
indicators, consumer behavior, and other factors affecting markets.

% Operational Efficiency: Al can use loT data to enhance operational
efficiency and optimize investment processes.

3.3 Impact on Investment Decision-Making

1. Enhanced Decision Support Systems

Al will improve decision support systems by

% Advanced Predictive Models: Providing more accurate and timely
predictions of market trends and investment risks.

% Scenario Analysis: Offering sophisticated scenario analysis and
simulations to guide investment strategies.

2. Increased Automation

The automation of investment decision-making processes will
increase, leading to

% Reduced Human Intervention: Less reliance on human judgment
and increased consistency in investment decisions.

s Dynamic Adjustments: Automated systems that dynamically adjust
portfolios based on real-time data and market conditions.

3.4 Challenges and Risks
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1. Data Privacy and Security

Al systems handle sensitive financial data, raising concerns about:

% Data Breaches: Risks associated with unauthorized access to and misuse
of sensitive financial information.

% Compliance: Ensuring Al systems comply with data protection
regulations and industry standards.

2. Algorithmic Bias and Transparency

Al algorithms can exhibit biases and lack transparency

% Bias in Decision-Making: Al models may perpetuate or exacerbate
existing biases in investment decisions.

% Explainability: Challenges in understanding and explaining Al-driven
decisions to stakeholders and regulators.

3. Regulatory and Ethical Issues

The evolving regulatory landscape and ethical considerations include:

% Regulatory Compliance: Navigating complex regulations and ensuring
Al systems adhere to legal and ethical standards.

% Ethical Use: Addressing ethical concerns related to the use of Al in
investment management, including fairness and accountability.

4. Dependence on Technology
Increasing reliance on Al can lead to potential risks:

% System Failures: Vulnerabilities and failures in Al systems that
could impact investment performance and stability.

% Overreliance: Risks associated with overreliance on Al-driven
decisions without adequate human oversight.

3.5 Regulatory and Ethical Considerations

1. Evolving Regulations

As Al in investment management evolves, regulatory frameworks

will need to adapt:

% New Regulations: Development of new regulations to address Al-
specific challenges and ensure responsible use.

% Global Standards: Harmonization of global standards for Al in finance
to facilitate cross-border investments and compliance.

2. Ethical Implications

Ethical considerations will be critical:

+« Responsibility: Defining the responsibility and accountability of Al
developers and users in investment management.

222



The role of Artificial Intelligence in Investment Management: Emerging Trends ...

% Fairness: Ensuring that Al systems are used in a way that promotes
fairness and does not discriminate against certain groups or individuals.
4. Conclusion

4.1 Summary of Findings

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has profoundly transformed investment
management, enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of various
processes. This paper has explored the current applications of Al,
highlighting its impact on algorithmic trading, portfolio management, risk
assessment, and sentiment analysis. Al technologies, such as machine
learning, natural language processing, and robotic process automation, have
introduced significant improvements in decision-making, operational
efficiency, and risk management.

The analysis of current trends reveals that Al is driving innovation in
investment management by enabling more accurate market predictions,
optimizing asset allocation, and automating routine tasks. Notable
applications include robo-advisors, Al-driven trading algorithms, and
advanced fraud detection systems. Case studies from industry leaders like
BlackRock and JPMorgan illustrate the practical benefits of Al integration
in enhancing investment strategies and operational performance.

4.2 Implications for Investment Management

The integration of Al in investment management has several
important implications

®,

% Enhanced Decision-Making: Al provides investment managers with
advanced tools for making more informed and data-driven decisions.
Improved predictive models and real-time insights enable more accurate
forecasts and better portfolio management.

% Operational Efficiency: Automation of trading and portfolio
management tasks reduces operational costs and minimizes human error.
Al-driven systems streamline processes and enhance the overall
efficiency of investment operations.

% Risk Management: Al enhances risk assessment and management by
identifying potential risks and anomalies more effectively. Predictive
analytics and real-time monitoring contribute to more robust risk
mitigation strategies.

% Customization and Personalization: Al allows for greater
personalization of investment strategies, catering to individual client

e
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needs and preferences. Robo-advisors and Al-driven asset allocation
models offer tailored solutions based on client profiles.

4.1 Recommendations

Based on the findings, several recommendations can be made for
investors, financial institutions, and policymakers:

% Invest in Al Capabilities: Financial institutions should continue to
invest in Al technologies and develop advanced systems to stay
competitive. Emphasizing research and development in Al will drive
innovation and improve investment management practices.

% Address Ethical and Regulatory Challenges: It is crucial to address
ethical concerns and comply with regulatory requirements related to Al.
Developing clear guidelines and standards for Al use in investment
management will ensure responsible and transparent practices.

% Enhance Transparency and Explainability: Efforts should be made to
improve the transparency and explainability of Al-driven decisions.
Providing clear explanations of Al models and their outputs will build
trust among stakeholders and facilitate better decision-making.

Monitor and Adapt to Emerging Trends: Staying informed about
emerging trends and advancements in Al will enable financial institutions to
adapt and leverage new technologies effectively. Continuous monitoring of
technological developments will help anticipate future changes and
opportunities.

4.2 Future Outlook

Looking ahead, Al is poised to play an increasingly central role in
investment management. Future developments in Al technologies, such as
quantum computing and enhanced machine learning algorithms, will further
revolutionize the industry. However, addressing challenges related to data
privacy, algorithmic bias, and regulatory compliance will be essential for
ensuring the successful and ethical integration of Al in investment
management.

As Al continues to evolve, investment management professionals
must remain proactive in adapting to technological advancements and
navigating the associated challenges. By embracing innovation and
addressing potential risks, the industry can harness the full potential of Al to
drive growth, efficiency, and value creation in investment management.
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Analysing the Philosophy of Integral Humanism by
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya Ji

Dr. Gaurav Kumar Mishra*

There is no hesitation in the fact that the great land of India has given
birth to many great men whose lives have always been dedicated to the
service of the country, society and the nation. Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya Ji is one such link in the chain of these many patriots. Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyaya ji was born on Monday, September 25, 1916, (Ashwin
Krishna Trayodashi, Samvat 1973) in the sacred region of Brij in Mathura
District of Uttar Pradesh. He lost his mother, father and his brother at early
stage of his life. It is true that Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya is an indomitable,
brave, talented and wise Yogi. The relevance of his thoughts is absolutely
relevant in today's context. Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya was a great patriot,
skilled organizer, original thinker, farsighted politician and enlightened
literatur. The thoughts suggested by him are among the most relevant
thoughts in India today. Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya has a unique stature among
those great personalities who have shaped the Indian intellegensia to a large
extent. He was standing on the verge of the past and the future. He used to
say that we have to take inspiration from the glorious past and build a brighter
future. We have become future-oriented, not past-oriented. He had the
amazing power to build future eras. To solve many problems of India, he has
introduced his extraordinary skills and perseverance by bringing out the
ideology called Integral Humanism, which without a doubt is in accordance
with the soul of India.

Upadhyaya ji considered socialism, communism, capitalism and
other self centered ideologies against Indian nature because their origin is
not Indian rather it is based on the West. Hence, he called these ideas as a
one-sided concept. One-sided view cannot make man completely happy. He
considered man to be a combination of body, mind, intellect and soul,
therefore, satisfaction of all these four is essential because without the
satisfaction of all these four, man cannot be fully developed and captivated.
Western thinkers, like Karl Marx consider the Humanism as proletarian

* Guest Faculty, Department of Political Science, D.A.V. Post Graduate College, (BHU)
Varanasi. 221001
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class humanism. His humanism wants to establish a classless society. Marx
has considered Human as an economical being. However some western
thinkers consider the satisfaction of mental desire as an essential part of
happiness. Another German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche is an extreme
humanist thinker. He says that the goal of every human is the primitive
human his modern human is an intellectual being endowed with aggressive
powers. Jean-Paul Sartre, a French philosopher is also counted among
humanist philosophers, but Chhatra presents a humanist interpretation of
existentialism in his essay called existentialism and humanism. He says that
existentialism is not hopeless but is still linked to hopeful philosophy; it
inspires man to work. But Upadhyaya ji connects intellectual and spiritual
happiness with these goals for a completely happy life.

With the assistance of integral humanism, Upadhyaya ji aimed to
create a global state where individuals would devote their own lives to
advancing the welfare of all people and their cultures would continue to
evolve in accordance with their inherent characteristics. This is only feasible
when an individual recognizes his own interests in the benefit of all. Indian
wisdom thus requests access to the soul's depths. Ancient Indian politicians,
according to Deendayal ji, have been working for the happiness and well-
being of everyone because of their closeness and sense of unity.

Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya stands as one of the most prominent
political thinkers in modern India, known for his practical approach to
pressing societal issues rather than mere theoretical discourse. Following
Mahatma Gandhi, he is arguably the only contemporary Indian philosopher
who has drawn extensively from the rich heritage of Indian culture and
knowledge. Similar to Gandhi, Upadhyaya embraced concepts from the
Sanatan tradition, dedicating his life to the upliftment of the masses. His
philosophy of Integral Humanism distinguishes him as an unprecedented
thinker, possessing a profound understanding of both capitalism and
communism. Integral Humanism fundamentally posits a harmonious
relationship between the individual, society, and the universe, asserting that
each nation possesses its unique culture and central societal concept, referred
to as Chiti. Furthermore, every society exhibits distinct characteristics,
identified as Virat, and each individual operates under a set of unique
principles and diverse activities. The integration of these elements is central
to his vision of Integral Humanism.

He asserts that the pursuit of peace and pleasure should be rooted in
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Satya (truth) and Purusharth (engaging in action without attachment to the
outcomes). This perspective stands in contrast to mere physical peace and
pleasure. Integral Humanism does not reject Kama either. He argues that
suppressing natural desires can lead to perversion. For instance, if an
unhealthy individual consumes food meant for a healthy person, it disrupts
the natural order, potentially leading to further illness. Additionally, art forms
such as music, dance, and painting contribute positively to civilization.
Rather than opposing modernity, it should be harmonized with existing
traditions. The passage of time is irreversible, and not all ancient practices
can be deemed desirable today. Therefore, modernity should be embraced;
however, discarding all traditions may result in an influx of foreign customs.
It is essential to safeguard our culture while revitalizing it to ensure it remains
dynamic and relevant. While Western Science holds significance across time
and space, we should accept it judiciously, without blindly adopting Western
lifestyles and values.

Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya's Integral Humanism represents a
comprehensive ideology aimed at the holistic development of both
individuals and society. He posited that alongside material advancement,
moral and spiritual growth must also be prioritized. Consequently, Indian
culture and ethical principles advocate for the pursuit of the four
purusharthas: Dharma, Artha (wealth), Kama (desire), and Moksha
(liberation or salvation). Individuals serve as the fundamental building blocks
of society, thus aligning the objectives of society with those of the individual.
The state is responsible for facilitating and safeguarding Dharma, Artha, and
Kama, while the individual must strive to attain Moksha through personal
endeavor. It is essential to recognize that genuine happiness is achieved when
wealth (Artha) is acquired and utilized to fulfill desires (Kama) in accordance
with the principles of Dharma. Society establishes various organizations to
facilitate the realization of these four goals (Purusharthas). An individual's
actions will only contribute positively to the common good when he
recognizes the interconnectedness of himself and society, extending his
concern beyond personal and familial interests to encompass the global
community. Furthermore, he transcends this awareness by embracing all of
nature and its creator, infusing divinity into all his actions. Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyaya advocated for this philosophy of balanced development for both
humanity and society.

The principle of ‘Integral Humanism® is basically the essence of
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Indian culture, thought and philosophy. When the whole world was
embroiled in the debate on the good and bad of capitalism and communism.
Pandit Deendayal intervened and gave a proper concept of integral
humanism, different from these two extreme ideologies. Capitalism
considered man as an economic unit and considered his relations with society
nothing more than a contract; communism considered man as merely a
political and personnel unit. Marx, the founder of communism, saw human
society as a fragmented, interconnected crowd, in which one class applies
selfish rules and practices to establish its supremacy. In socialism too, the
person was considered one-sided. Basically, all the ideologies of the West
are concentric. Although the person is at the core of all of them, but a little
beyond him are the family, community and state, which, according to
Western thinkers, are different from each other.

Beyond these, in Integral Humanism, the idea is to move from
individual to family, from family to society, from society to nation and then
humanity and the entire living world. ‘Integral Humanism’ sees the
inherent, mutually complementary relationship in all these units. Just as
Indian thought sees the universe and the whole in a holistic form, Pandit
Deendayal saw man, society, nature and their relationship in a holistic form.
In ‘Integral Human Philosophy’, man was considered to be the combined
form of body, mind, intellect and soul. This holisticness of man makes him
suitable and useful for the society. The idea of motivating the human soul
towards salvation in the form of symbols of Dharma, Artha and Kama,
propounded by Indian thought, is included in ‘Integral Humanism’. Unity is
required in these four elements that form the whole human, because this unity
can inspire man towards hard work and make him an entrepreneur, due to
which the welfare of the society is possible.

The concept of solidarity between the people and their land, as
articulated by Deen Dayal, is encapsulated in the idea of Ekjan, which
translates to one people, one nation. He perceives Ekjan as a dynamic entity,
evolving over time and deeply rooted in a continuous tradition that spans
generations. For him, Ekjan represents the essence of the populace, shaping
the collective consciousness of those inhabiting a particular territory. This
unified consciousness, reflecting the psycho-spiritual essence of the people
in harmony, is referred to as 'Chiti.” The core principles and values that arise
from this Chiti, or collective consciousness, are essential in defining and
preserving the identity of the nation. As long as this collective consciousness
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persists, the nation remains vibrant and resilient. When the principles that
form the Chiti are adhered to and respected, the nation gains strength and
stability, becoming lively and radiant. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya asserts that
Chiti generates a force and energy known as Virat, which safeguards the
nation from distortions and misrepresentations, ultimately fostering national
rejuvenation. He believes that only when Chiti and Virat are activated can
the nation and its citizens truly advance.

In the end we can say that Integral Humanism articulated by Pt
Deendayal Upadhyay represents a holistic socio-economic and political
framework that emphasizes the balanced development of all magnitude of
human life, encompassing the material, intellectual, spiritual, and physical
aspects. It advocates for decentralization, self-reliance (Swadeshi), and the
principle of trusteeship (Rashtriya Dharma), which aims to utilize resources
for the collective benefit of society. Grounded in India's rich spiritual and
cultural heritage, integral humanism aspires to harmonize social
responsibilities along with individual aspirations. Its core tenets include a
comprehensive approach, a spiritual basis rooted in ethical and moral values,
social unity, Antyodaya, the preservation of moral standards and dharma, and
a commitment to cultural nationalism. Upadhyay's perspectives on welfare
and social organization were informed by his Integral Humanism theory,
which offered a unique stance distinct from the prevailing capitalist and
socialist paradigms. He critiqued capitalism for its tendency to prioritize
individual wealth at the expense of ethical values and social unity, leading to
exploitation, economic disparity, and neglect of community welfare.
Furthermore, he condemned socialism for suppressing human initiative,
creativity, and local self-governance through its centralized planning and
state dominance over economic endeavors. Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
Integral Humanism, which emphasizes the harmonious coexistence of people
and their environment, is the cornerstone of mankind. It acknowledges the
material and spiritual aspects and strives for all living forms to coexist and
rely on one another.
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Fostering Economic Growth through
Entrepreneurship: Key Determinants And Policy
Interventions

Ved Prakash Singh*
Abstract

A major force behind economic change, entrepreneurship helps countries
move from low-income, agriculturally reliant economies to high-income,
technology- and service-based sectors. Entrepreneurship shapes a nation's overall
development trajectory by influencing both periods of fast invention and periods of
stagnation in addition to fostering economic growth. In the age of globalization and
liberalization, which have brought about new economic frameworks and
opportunities, the changing character of entrepreneurship is especially noticeable.

In India, where industrial development and personal entrepreneurial
abilities are essential to economic advancement, this study explores the vital
function of entrepreneurship. A number of factors must be taken into account in
order to fully appreciate the benefits of entrepreneurship, including the
establishment and administration of businesses, the challenges and opportunities
faced by entrepreneurs, and the wider influence on the expansion of the national
economy. The study looks at a number of important topics, such as how firms have
evolved historically, entrepreneurial know-how, drive, and government programs
that assist SMEs. Furthermore, it emphasizes the important role that women
entrepreneurs play in promoting social and economic advancement in India's
industrial sector.

This study highlights the necessity of creating an atmosphere that promotes
innovation, supports small enterprises, and empowers female entrepreneurs by
evaluating the connection between entrepreneurship and economic development.
The results confirm that entrepreneurship is a major driver of equitable and
sustainable development as well as a stimulus for economic growth.

Keywords : Entrepreneurship, Economic Growth, Innovation, Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs), Women Entrepreneurs

Introduction

The foundation of economic development is entrepreneurship, and
the strength and inventiveness of entrepreneurs play a major role in economic
growth. An element that all developed countries have in common is

* (Research Scholar, BHU).
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entrepreneurial activity, which has a direct impact on economic
development. Infrastructure improvements and general development
initiatives are intimately related to a flourishing entrepreneurial ecosystem.
Entrepreneurs play a crucial part in the overall advancement of the economy
by contributing to the manufacturing, agricultural, and service sectors. An
entrepreneur is a creative and driven person that aspires to great performance
when starting a company or introducing innovations. In a short period of
time, governments all over the world have recognized the importance of
entrepreneurship and taken action to create the infrastructure required to
support its steady expansion. India, too, has recognized the crucial role of
entrepreneurship and has implemented several initiatives to promote its
expansion. Comprehensive development, including social progress, is
fundamentally tied to entrepreneurial advancement.

As articulated by the famous economist Schumpeter in 1934,
"Entrepreneurship is based on purposeful and systematic innovation." The
process of improving entrepreneurial abilities and knowledge through
organized training and institution-building programs is known as
entrepreneurship development. It encompassed not only individual
businessmen but also managers and directors of companies that perform
creative functions. In order to accelerate the creation of new businesses, it
seeks to increase the number of entrepreneurs. John Kao's 1989 article,
Entrepreneurship, Creativity, and Organization, outlined a conceptual model
of entrepreneurship. Four key components make up this model:

The Person

The Organization f=——fp | Entreprencurship | g—— The Task

The Environment

Many entrepreneurship supporting institutions are operating in India
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to support entrepreneurs such as Small Industries Development Corporation
(SIDCO), Small Scale Industrial Development Bank of India (SIDBI),
District Industries Centre (DIC), Industrial Development Bank of India
(IDBI), Small Industries Service Institutes(SISI),Entrepreneurship
development Institute of India, National alliance of young entrepreneurs
(NAYA)etc.

The most recent and popular schemes among them are Pradhan
Mantri Mudra Yojana, Start-up India, Start-Up Village Entrepreneurship
Programme and Stand Up India. As Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana is a
widely accepted entrepreneurship development scheme.

Entrepreneurship is the process of initiating, expanding, and
sustaining a business with the goal of generating profits in the future.
Entrepreneurs aim not only to build successful enterprises but also to bring
about positive societal change while fostering strong interpersonal
relationships. They take their ideas and turn them into viable businesses,
leveraging their ability to take calculated risks and accumulate wealth.
Several factors: social, political, psychological, and economic affect
entrepreneurship. While positive influences create a conducive environment
for business growth, negative factors can hinder entrepreneurial success.

According to Chaudhari (2022), entrepreneurs seek to establish and
manage their businesses, whether in manufacturing, processing, or other
sectors, regardless of size or operational model. The history of Indian
entrepreneurship is marked by inconsistencies. In pre-colonial and colonial
times, entrepreneurs were often perceived as trader-money lenders
constrained by caste, religious norms, cultural traditions, and social
obligations, such as the joint family system and fate-based beliefs. Today,
small businesses dominate India's entrepreneurial landscape, accounting for
80% of employment in the manufacturing sector and over 95% of business
establishments. These enterprises have also seen significant productivity
improvements. A notable portion of employment growth in manufacturing
has been driven by small businesses taking on contracts in non-tradable
sectors. Entrepreneurs undeniably play a vital role in India's economic
development, driving the transition of underdeveloped regions into more
developed ones. For businesses to remain competitive in the modern global
market, a nation’s economic policies must foster a supportive environment
for entrepreneurship.
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Entrepreneurship is essential for tackling social issues, creating jobs,
reducing poverty, and promoting economic growth and development,
especially in small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs). Globally, SMEs
are widely acknowledged to have a substantial impact on job creation,
poverty alleviation, and real GDP (Chowdhury, 2011). In India,
entrepreneurship has played a key role in promoting balanced and quick
economic growth, particularly in the SME sector. Approximately 90% of all
firms and 62% of all jobs in the nation are accounted for by SMEs, according
to research (Yadav et al., 2018).

Innovation
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Human capital Economic Development
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Figure 1: Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Economic Development

Venture development, which includes funding and essential support,
significantly enhances the impact of innovation and entrepreneurship on
economic advancement. Private funding and venture capital investments
have sped up start-ups' growth, allowing them to scale swiftly and forge a
significant market presence. In addition to promoting the creation of
innovative ideas, this funding increases these businesses' ability to tackle
important societal concerns, such as sustainable development projects and
healthcare advancements.

Review of Literature

Tushar Chaudhari (2022) asserts that entrepreneurs are essential to a
country's economic development. The report recommends holding sizable
industrial fairs and keeping in close contact with all participants in order to
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increase visibility and boost product marketing, which would ultimately raise
the success rate of business endeavors.

According to Sharma and Ritu (2021), the government is playing a
bigger role in supporting an entrepreneurial ecosystem by boosting funding
for these kinds of projects. This proactive government strategy increases
entrepreneurs' awareness and trust while having a favorable impact on their
attitudes and actions. Higher levels of inclusivity and involvement support
the growth of varied entrepreneurial sectors throughout the nation.

Nambiar and Balasubramanian's (2020) study looks at how the Indian
government has made implementing several startup programs a top priority
in order to encourage entrepreneurship. In addition to stressing the value of
readily available capital, the federal and state governments also implement
laws that promote private investment, guaranteeing the founding and
expansion of new businesses.

According to Yoganandan G et al. (2018), entrepreneurship is
essential to a nation's economic success. Entrepreneurs play a major role in
economic advancement by creating job possibilities. Their capacity to
transform creative concepts into commercially viable goods aids in
advancing a country's level of development.

Despite significant advancements in science, technology, skills, and
education, India's potential as an entrepreneurial nation has not yet been fully
fulfilled, according to Abhyankar (2014). The National Innovation Council
and the Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy 2013, which both seek
to promote sustainable entrepreneurship, are two examples of government
measures that the report emphasizes as being crucial in closing this gap.

Das (2012) highlights that many nations consider entrepreneurship,
particularly within small- scale enterprises, as a key solution to reducing
unemployment, creating job opportunities, and uplifting rural communities
in developing countries. In India, the government plays a significant role in
coordinating entrepreneurial activities to provide financial support for
unemployed and economically disadvantaged populations. Initiatives such as
financial schemes offering subsidies and credit services to farmers
transitioning into entrepreneurship enhance productivity, supplement
incomes, and contribute to overall economic growth.

Objectives
1. To investigate the contribution of entrepreneurs to economic growth.
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2. To determine the elements impacting economic growth in the field of
entrepreneurship.

Findings and Results
I.  The Role of Entrepreneurs in Economic Development

India, like many other developing nations, has an economy primarily
driven by the agricultural sector. However, the industrial sector plays a
crucial role in fostering economic growth. Raising everyone's standard of
living is the ultimate goal of economic development. By maximizing the
utilization of scarce resources and guaranteeing their most effective use,
entrepreneurs help achieve this objective. Businesses must constantly adjust
to technology improvements in the ever changing global economy of today
in order to stay competitive. When small, creative businesses and major
corporations prosper together, economic development is accelerated. India's
economy supports a balanced industrial ecosystem by accommodating both
public and private businesses.

Key Contributions of Entrepreneurs to Economic Development

1. Economic Growth and Prosperity: By producing wealth, raising GDP
and per capita income, raising living standards, and opening up job
opportunities, entrepreneurs propel economic growth. A more wealthy
society is promoted by their contributions, which also result in improved
infrastructure, economic independence, and the growth of deprived areas.
Indian data: India’s GDP (2023): $3.7 trillion (World Bank) and MSMEs
contribute ~30% to India’s GDP, 45% of India’s total industrial
employment comes from MSMEs.

2. Social Stability and Balanced Regional Development:
Entrepreneurship plays a vital role in stabilizing society by generating
employment, reducing poverty, improving healthcare and education, and
ensuring fair competition and equitable income distribution.
Entrepreneurs contribute to the establishment of social infrastructure,
promote gender equality, and provide high-quality goods and services.
Adam Smith acknowledged the impact of business owners on society,
noting that while they may be driven by self-interest, their efforts
ultimately lead to economic and social benefits. Indian Data:
Unemployment rate: ~7.4% (2023, CMIE), India lifted 415 million
people out of poverty (2005-2021, UNDP) and 20% of startups in India
are women-led.
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3.

Innovation as a Driver of Economic Growth: Entrepreneurs act as
catalysts for economic progress by introducing new ideas, products,
technologies, and business models. Through systematic innovation and
technological advancements, they ensure balanced economic growth.
Peter Drucker emphasized that innovation and entrepreneurship must
become integral components of modern economies and societies,
highlighting the transformative role of entrepreneurs in shaping
economic history. India ranked 40th in the Global Innovation Index
(2023) and Over 1 lakh patents filed in 2022-23 (India Patent Office).

Job Creation and Employment Generation: Entrepreneurs
significantly contribute to job creation by establishing businesses across
various sectors, including manufacturing, trade, and services. They tap
into underutilized labor markets, promote self-employment, and integrate
resources and technology to generate new employment opportunities.
Startups created 9 lakh+ jobs in the last 6 years (DPIIT, 2023) and 80
lakh new MSME registrations under Udyam portal (2022).

Enhancing Productivity through Advanced Production Techniques:
Entrepreneurs play a key role in improving production methods and
boosting efficiency. According to John Keudrick, enhancing production
techniques is one of the primary functions of entrepreneurs. Investments
in research and development (R&D) and advanced machinery further
enhance productivity, demonstrating the strong connection between
innovation and entrepreneurial initiative. George Gilder, in The Spirit of
Enterprise, highlights how entrepreneurs create demand through
innovation, drive technological advancements, and expand market
opportunities, thereby strengthening the economy. R&D expenditure in
India: ~0.7% of GDP (NITI Aayog, 2023) and India is the 3rd largest
startup ecosystem globally (NASSCOM, 2023).

Increasing Productivity with Modern Production Systems:
Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization (LPG) have enabled
entrepreneurs to explore export promotion and import substitution
industries. This has led to the creation of new enterprises, efficient
resource utilization, foreign exchange accumulation, and increased self-
sufficiency in goods production, all of which contribute to national
economic resilience. Exports from India: $450 billion (FY 2023-24
projection) and FDI inflows: $84 billion (2022-23, DPIIT).

Accelerating Economic Expansion: Entrepreneurship influences
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various economic factors, including employment, trade, banking, and
insurance. As entrepreneurial activities expand, national income
increases, allowing governments to plan new initiatives and implement
strategic economic policies. This, in turn, drives overall economic growth
and development. Indian economy expected to reach $5 trillion by 2027
(IMF) and 10% annual growth in startup investments (2023, Invest
India).

Entrepreneurs are instrumental in shaping a nation’s economic
landscape, fostering innovation, and ensuring sustainable development. Their
efforts not only boost economic progress but also contribute to social stability
and global competitiveness.

I.  Factors Influencing Economic Growth in Entrepreneurship

1. Financial Knowledge: Enhancing financial awareness among Indian
entrepreneurs is essential for improving their competence in financial
management. Research has demonstrated a strong correlation between
financial literacy and entrepreneurial engagement, success, and the
ability to identify appropriate funding sources for business ventures
(Alshebami & Marri, 2022). Additionally, studies indicate that young
entrepreneurs with higher financial knowledge develop stronger
entrepreneurial skills (Wise, 2012). The literature suggests that a well-
integrated financial education system strengthens the capabilities of
Indian entrepreneurs, equipping them with better money management
skills and improving their access to financial resources, ultimately
enhancing business performance. 76% of Indian adults lack basic
financial literacy (NCFE, 2023) and Government initiatives like Startup
India and MUDRA loans enhance financial access.

2. Entrepreneurial Proficiency: The idea of entrepreneurial competency
includes a number of qualities that are important for the development of
a business. In order to drive firm success, scholars stress the significance
of human capital, entrepreneurial competencies, confidence, innovation,
and a positive mindset. Education, skills, business experience, and
personal drive are all critical components of small business effectiveness,
according to Unger et al. (2011). Destiana et al. (2023) also point out that
entrepreneurial competence has a big impact on company success and
motivation, especially when it comes to time management, goal-setting,
risk-taking, and engagement qualities. Particularly for MSMEs, a strong
entrepreneurial attitude combined with pertinent knowledge and abilities
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gives a company a competitive edge. COVID-19 rehabilitation programs
include the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS), and
Indian startups have a 25% survival rate after five years.

3. Business Resilience: Entrepreneurial resilience is a critical factor in
overcoming challenges, managing pressure, recovering from setbacks,
and sustaining long-term success. It includes essential skills such as
adaptability, problem-solving, learning from failure, emotional
regulation, and perseverance (Fatoki, 2018). Resilience not only benefits
individual entrepreneurs but also strengthens organizations by enabling
them to recover from economic downturns and crises (Bullough et al.,
2014). Studies have shown a direct link between entrepreneurial
resilience and sustainable business growth, reinforcing its significance in
the survival of SMEs and broader community development (Bullough et
al., 2014). Entrepreneurs need to be able to manage themselves well in
order to navigate uncertainty and maintain the viability of their
businesses (Fatoki, 2018). Research highlights that resilience has a
positive impact on both personal and organizational success, making it a
key factor in long-term business viability (Bullough et al., 2014). India
has over 63 million MSMEs, employing 110 million people (MSME
Ministry, 2023) and Entrepreneurial skill programs by NITI Aayog and
NSDC to strengthen the startup ecosystem.

These factors such as financial knowledge, entrepreneurial
proficiency, and business resilience play a pivotal role in shaping
entrepreneurial success and driving economic growth. Economies can
promote innovation, boost productivity, and improve overall business
sustainability by providing entrepreneurs with the tools and resources they
need.

Conclusion

Entrepreneurship is essential for economic success because it
promotes innovation, generates employment, and advances national
development. Since it promotes infrastructure upgrades and general societal
progression, many industrialized nations have shown that a robust
entrepreneurial ecosystem results in notable economic advancement.
Entrepreneurs work in a variety of sectors, including as industry, services,
and agriculture, to promote balanced development. In recognition of their
significance, governments across the globe, including India, have
implemented a number of laws and initiatives to encourage entrepreneurship,
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recognizing its ability to propel social and economic change.

By applying their abilities, inventiveness, and risk-taking prowess,
entrepreneurs hope to improve society in addition to growing their businesses
and making money. Resilience, entrepreneurial skill, and financial literacy
are some of the important elements that affect their success. Effective
resource allocation is facilitated by a solid financial management foundation,
and success in competitive marketplaces is made possible by entrepreneurial
competency, which includes training, experience, and pertinent abilities.
Additionally, resilience helps entrepreneurs overcome obstacles and
maintain long-term success, which benefits both individual companies and
the economy as a whole.

At the heart of economic development are small and medium-sized
businesses (SMEs), which have a big influence on GDP growth,
employment, and the fight against poverty. Due to government assistance and
financial investments, start-ups have grown quickly, further solidifying
entrepreneurship's status as a transformational force. Sustainable growth will
depend on creating an atmosphere that encourages entrepreneurship through
innovation, encouraging laws, and easy access to capital as economies
continue to change. In the end, entrepreneurs play a crucial role in fostering
economic growth by reducing the gap between developed and developing
nations and boosting global competitiveness.
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Role of Corporate Social Responsibility as a means of
fostering Future Skilled Workforce via Vocational
Education and Training

Tanu Mazumder*, Dr . Mayank Kumar Singh**

Abstract : Corporate Social responsibility (CSR) in India has evolve significantly in
recent years . CSR in India today is no longer just a philanthropic activity but is
increasingly seen as strategic business responsibility .CSR refers to the ethical
obligation of companies to the social, economic and environmental well-being .In
India , CSR has evolve significantly with a growing emphasis on sustainability
,social impact and community development .

CSR and Vocational education have become increasingly intertwined,
especially in the context of fostering inclusive economic growth, skill development ,
and employability. CSR initiatives , have been focusing more on supporting
vocational education program to enhance the skills of the workforce, particularly
in underdeveloped or underdeveloped regions . For preparing future skilled
workers vocational education is essential because it focuses on equipping them with
practical ,job-specific skills that are highly valued in the modern workforce .Future
skilled workers benefit greatly from vocational education since it equips them with
the specialized information, practical abilities, and practical experience needed to
succeed in a variety of vocations and industries .All of this requires for a sharp rise
in the degree of flexibility in the educational system, the development of essential
new ways for it to engage with companies and the labour market, and their active
involvement in its future. This research is about theoretical thought which says CRS
not only for economic profit but also for the well-being of the employees.
Keywords : Vocational education, Training , Skilled workforce , Corporate Social
Responsibility, India .

Introduction : In India vocational training plays a vital role in creating a
skilled workforce , helping individuals gain practical, industry-specific skills
that are crucial for enhancing employability and driving economic growth.

Corporate social responsibility by vocational education refers to
business efforts to contribute to the development and improvement of
vocational training programs , supporting individual in acquiring practical
skills that enhance their employability and contribute to social welfare .

* Research Scholar, BHU, Email- mazumdertanu5@gmail.com
* Associate Professor,DAV PG college Varanasi
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Theoretical foundations

Vocational education and skilled workforce in India : Technical and
vocational education and training (TVET) encompasses all educational levels
and forms that impart vocation-related information and skills through formal,
informal, and non-formal learning approaches in both school-based and
work-based learning contexts. To achieve its aims and purposes, TVET
focuses on the learning and mastery of specialized techniques and the
scientific principles underlying those techniques, as well as general
knowledge, skills and values.

Education that educates individuals for a skilled craft is known as
vocational education. Vocational education can also be defined as the kind
of education that equips a person with the necessary skills to work for
themselves or in a profitable job.

For vocational education and training to effectively function in the
evolving global environment , its goals must be re-examined . It needs to be
flexible ,up to date ,adaptable , inclusive and innovative. It is important to
keep in mind that by 2025, 700 million young people in India will be under
the age of 35, accounting for almost 35% of its population under the age of
15 and a population growing at a rate 1.8% annually. With a large number of
young people ,India has the chance to establish itself as a reliable source of
skilled workers for the rest of the world in the era of knowledge-driven
society , where the workforce is getting smaller and the population of wealthy
nations is getting older. By concentrating on providing excellent skill training
and vocational education to the country’s enormous population , the country
will benefit greatly. Vocational education consists of training and educational
programs designed to equip individuals with specific skills and knowledge
needed for a particular job or career. This type of education focuses on hands-
on, practical training on field such as healthcare, technology, trades,
hospitality, automotive repair, and more. It prepares students for direct entry
into the workforce, typically through certifications, diplomas or associate
degrees. Vocational education can be offered in high schools, technical
schools , community colleges or specialized trade schools .

Vocational education and training (VET) is defined by the National
Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) as educational programs and courses
that give people specialized skills in order to prepare them for a given job or
trade. In order to collect information on the extent , type and distribution of
vocational education and training in India , the NSSO has carried out surveys
that concentrate on a number of topics including enrollment in VET ,
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demographic distribution, mode of training, employment outcomes , trends
and challenges. The NSSO states that there are two types of vocational
training in India : non formal and formal . Formal vocational training adheres
to a predetermined curriculum and produces degrees , certificates, or
diplomas accepted by the public sector , the state or federal government , and
other respectable organizations . A person can continue to work in their
ancestral trade or occupation by acquiring marketable skills through non-
formal vocational training .

To address the changing needs of the labor market ,boost
employability and promote economic growth , the Indian government has
undertaken multiple initiatives to develop and broaden vocational education
and training (VET) since 2004. Some key initiatives and programs include
like National Policy on Skill Development , Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana ,Skill India Mission ,Technical Education and Training , Vocational
Education in Schools etc.

Understanding CRS :For many years , the ideas behind Corporate Social
Responsibility have been developing . Carroll’s work , which divided social
responsibilities into four sections , is cited in our study .

PEHILANTEH RO PIC
Rosponsibilitics

I ex gremoned COrPRarcale O iff ey
Contribuate resounces
oy thee oorTe T nEny;
improwve qualicy of life.

ETHINCAL
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Obligation o cdo what is mighn, juse,
arncl Fair. Acovcsicd hoaarmn.

LEC M.
Fosponsibilivies
CnErgry Klne Fcawas

Law is socicty's oodificatron of right and wrong
Play by dhve rules of dhe graonmmes.

ECAO MO R
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T fowuncdation upon wihich all cthvers resz.

Figure 1 : Social Responsibility categories (Carroll ,1979)

1. Economic Responsibility : This is the foundational level, where a
business prioritizes making money and being able to continue operating.

2. Legal Responsibilities ; adhering to all applicable laws and rules in the
workplace.

3. Ethical Responsibility : It is the ability to act morally and ethically above
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and above the obligations of the law while taking stakeholders’ interest
into account when making business decisions.

4. Philanthropic Responsibility: Engaging in voluntary activities to benefit
society, such as charitable donations or community involvement.

Research Method : The literature review for this study focused on India’s
issues with vocational education . Secondary data were used in this study
.Information obtained from the study results of earlier researchers. The
secondary data sources in question are the primary or original scientific
books and reports that can be found in printed or non-printed publications or
journals . Research techniques that use topic-relevant book and journal article
organizations integrate findings from the articles, pinpoint ideas deemed
essential and provide data that forms the basis of the study .

Result and discussion :

The responsibilities of the company in employees’ vocational training :
Companies are plays a crucial role to their employees’ vocational training
,and they have a number of duties to make sure that this training is efficient
,advantageous ,and in line with the goals of the company as well as the
professional growth of each employee. When it comes to employee
vocational training , business have the following main obligations

1. Offering training opportunities : It is the duty of businesses to provide
current and pertinent training programs that assist staff in acquiring the
abilities required for their positions . This covers both initial training for
new employees and current employees’ continuing development .

2. Support and resources : To enable efficient training , business should
offer the required resources , such as access to educational materials ,
instruments and technologies. To attend training programs , they may
also provide time off from usual responsibilities.

3. Customized training programs : Companies must sure that that their
training initiatives meet the unique requirements of their workforce as
well as objectives of the business. This involves offering training that is
pertinent to the work functions to the staff , their professional
development , and changes in the business’s industry .

4. Professional growth and progress : Providing vocational training ought
to be a component of a more comprehensive approach to professional
growth . When employees gain new talents , companies should provide
them with clear pathways to advance within the company .

5. Assessment and feedback : Businesses are in charge of assessing the

246



Role of Corporate Social Responsibility as a means of fostering Future Skilled ...

success of training initiatives and , if required , making adjustments .
Employees should also receive feedback from them about their
development and places for growth .

Examine the link between the company’s responsibilities to
employees’ vocational training in more detail in terms of vocational training
according to four types of responsibilities of Carroll:

A. Economic Responsibilities and Vocational training
Economic responsibility in vocational training centers on both notion that
skill development is an investment that both business and employees
make in order to increase productivity , financial stability and general
economic growth .Employees enjoy job security and career advancement,
business gain efficiency and comprehensiveness and society , gains
improve productivity, innovation and lower unemployment . In this
approach , vocational training is a crucial driver of both microeconomic
and macroeconomic growth .

B. Legal Responsibilities and vocational training
Ensuring that training programs adhere to pertinent labor , safety and
industry specific requirements in the main legal responsibility
surrounding vocational training in a business. This entrails offering
equitable and secure training options, guaranteeing equal access to
training , defending the rights of workers and fulfilling legal certification
and qualification criteria .

C. Ethical Responsibility and Vocational training
Ethical responsibility in vocational training emphasizes fairness, respect
and support throughout the training process. Equal access of training ,fair
compensation , open communication and personal growth should be
given top priority by business. Employees who fulfill these ethical
obligations create a productive and empowering workplace, which
benefits both employees and the expansion and success of the business.

D. Discretionary Responsibilities and vocational training
In vocational training, discretionary duty extends beyond meeting
fundamental duties and centers on voluntary steps taken by companies to
improve the growth , welfare and prospects for success of their workers
as well as make a constructive contribution to society. Business show
their dedication to long-term social and economic advancement by
providing more training opportunities, sponsoring community projects,
fostering a culture of continuous learning and promoting employee
innovation.
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Conclusion :

Business, workers and vocational training as part of Corporate Social
Responsibility. Business may help economic development , lower
unemployment and promote social inclusion by providing training programs
that equip workers with useful skills, assisting underrepresented groups,
encouraging lifelong learning ,and collaborating with educational
institutions. Additionally companies can provide enduring social value by
promoting sustainability, entrepreneurship and local communities which will
improve their reputation and building a more engaged and developed
workforce. In the end, CRS initiatives focused on vocational training link
social advancement with corporate success , which is advantageous to the
organization and the community.
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Science & Religion

Dr. Sunita Barman*
Introduction:

Religion is a system of beliefs, practices, and rituals that often involve
a belief in a higher power or deities and seeks to explain the meaning of life
and the universe, while science is the systematic study of the natural world
through observation and experimental. I am convinced that evolution and
religious beliefs need not be in contradiction. Indeed, if science and religion
are properly understood, they cannot be in contradiction because they
concern different matters. Science and religion are like two different
windows for looking at the world. The two windows look at the same world,
but they show different aspects of that world.

Swami Vivekananda has shown that religion, as developed in India in her
Vedanta, and modern science, are close to each other in spirit and temper and
objectives. Both are spiritual disciplines. Even in the cosmology of the
physical universe,

The postulate (of the ultimate reality), of a self-evolving cause.
Vedanta calls it Brahman, which is a universal spiritual principle. The
Taittinya Upanisad (11l. 1) defines Brahman in a majestic utterance, which
will be welcomed by every scientific thinker:

‘Tt o1 gUTH AT AraeT

T ATaT HAafea

Tq gt afgfmmaen
g @)

Wherefrom all these entities are born, by which, being born, they
abide; into which, at the time of dissolution, they enter-seek to know That;
That is Brahman.

To the modern scientist, that self-evolving cause is a material reality,
the background material or cosmic dust, as astrophysicist Fred Hoyle terms
it; whereas, to Vedanta, which vers it also in the light of the consciousness
revealed in its evolutionary product, namely, man, it is a universal spiritual

* Associate Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Vivekananda mission Mahavidyalaya,
Haldia, Purba Medinipur, West Bengal, Sunitalsanskrit@gmail.com.
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principle, the fg-stemr.

Chardin calls a within to nature, over and above and different from
the without of nature revealed by physics and astronomy. Vedanta terms
the 'within' as the a=re 1 and the 'without' as the wter w7 of one and the same
nature.

The synthesis of the knowledge of the within and the without is
philosophy; and this was what India achieved in her Vedanta ages ago as
wieg-amt, comprehensive or perfect knowledge of total Reality. Reality itself

does not know any distinction between a within and a without. These
distinctions are made only by the human mind for the convenience of study
and research and daily life.

Says Sri Krsna in the Gita
‘o g A g aege wa 7w -(XI1 1. 2):
The knowledge of &=, the not-self (the 'without' of things), and of &=z
the knower of the &= (the within of things), is true knowledge, according to
Me.

The Vedantic view of evolution and of man's uniqueness finds a
unique statement in the Srimad Bhagavatam

“gat gt ffaurasarerTe-

T T AR
Iegeead: TEy faum
TRkt geam oa: ) -(X1. 9. 28):

‘The divine One, having projected (evolved), with His own inherent
power, various forms such as trees, reptiles, cattle, birds, insects and fish, was
not satisfied at heart with forms such as these; He then projected the human
form endowed with the capacity to realise Brahman (the universal divine Self
of all), and became extremely pleased’.

Drg-arya-viveka said, that The quantum energy field or the four-
dimensional space-time, which physics presents as beyond sensory
verification, finds its counterpart in Vedanta in its fememr, the smemr or the
Void, of f==, or mind. This is the knowledge-field or Consciousness-field, of

which the g= and the gwaw are but two poles as the knower and the known or
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the observer and the observed. This Vedantic truth will become revealed
to subatomic physics when it resolves its present contradiction involved
in viewing its ‘observer’ in terms of classical physics while viewing its
‘ob-served' in terms of quantum probabilities.

It is about this fe= or mind that the great neurologist Sir Charles
Sherrington said, from the point of view of modern neurology:

It remains without sensual confirmation, and it remains without it for
ever.'

And what Sherrington said about mind is exactly what the great
mathematician-physicist Eddington said about matter, from the point of
view of modern physics.

Eddington has also said that, "Consciousness is the most direct thing in
experience; all else is remote inference.
in two famous verses (Drg-arya-viveka, the Discrimination between the =%
and the gz, verses 1 and 30):

d ged g g A

qegT: %ﬁ-f‘fl__ﬂ'q:, areft

T, 77 geEdll

*Form is gw=m, (then) the eye is the g% ;that (i.e., the eye) is the gwm,
then the mind is the 3= ; the pula tions of the mind are the gw=m ; (then) the wifw
or the Witness, i.e., the Self (of these), alone is the g= ,(and it is always the
g%) and (being self-luminous) can never be (made) a gvom.

Ferfirm niferar
o wmTeRfA
CEREREIDIIT)

LERER: LR
When the notion and attachment that one is the physical body is
dissolved, and the supreme Self is real-ized, wherever the mind goes, (there)
one experiences samadhi.'
Conclusion

As presented by Swami Vivekananda in the modern age, Sister
Nivedita writes (Complete Works, Vol. I, eleventh edition, Introduction, pp.
Xiii-xiv):

"To him, there is no difference between service of man and worship
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of God, between manliness and faith, between true righteousness and
spirituality. "Art, Science, and Religion”, he said once, "are but three
different ways of expressing a single truth. But in order to understand this,
we must have the theory of Advaita (non-duality)?

'In modern physics, the question of consciousness has arisen in
connection with the observation of atomic phenomena. Quantum theory has
made it clear that these phenomena can only be understood as links in a chain
of processes, the end of which lies in the consciousness of the human
observer. In the words of Eugene Wigner (Symmetries and Reflections-
Scientific Essays, p. 172):

Understood in this light, there is no conflict between science and
religion, between the physical sciences and the science of spirituality. Both
have the identical aim of discovering truth and helping man to grow
physically, mentally, and spiritually, and achieve fulfilment. But each by
itself is insufficient and helpless. They have been tried separately with
unsatisfactory results.

O
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7.

8.

9.

YR’ Ie-us WeRteT Wt foram we fadst

. T (FFEY) R ZfEd -0 i g (9, T.EU%. wEd) @ e T 6

eTEsh/ HE e o AT YT AN i | oEeh I A, T, §-Hel T A
T AT |
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010/FIHIE; THeh-17 WS =ieh, TGS 1 AH- 13 WRS =ih, TFS-14 GEEL,
Hferi-11 @R 3R ug fewnf o wEe # )

. ST wrer ® SR viu-us TEE g I B, ¥NS-14 WEe o

A, EH H AH-11 GRS soich, JHI-12 @R, U fTwuf 3K Hiferi- 9
WS § |

. TY-UF 3000 ¥ 4000 & § AR & 21 =R
. TY-97 Hifesh Te WHIOTE g ST qe e o 9 2 S I # e e

fSrer gl

IY-TF § YAvIS e P SAHR T TS h I G g
MY-T7 W T 8 S Refa § 39 SR fFar S e 21

freft off Sg-Ta & d T 1 AFER ToF TR & I gL g

10. 39w fruiRa frem & faoda wy-o @R 78 e S
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